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Why are you now convinced that the position has changed? The evidence
we see certainly does not convince us.

If you can produce real evidence that the IRA are ready to accept that the
war is over for good, and to say so, would be ready to take back to
colleagues and look again.

But short of that, cannot move from present position, and would prefer
to tell Hume what it is, to avoid misunderstandings. Ready to publish
thereafter.

Do not believe this could be seen as unreasonable. If Sinn Fein really
want a ceasefire, there is no obstacle to them declaring one. We will
respond as flexibly and imaginatively as we can.

We have been flexible throughout this exercise, despite our doubts. But

after the bombs and the evidence of preparation for more, we cannot

simply let Sinn Fein in on day one. Process would collapse immediately.

If this initiative breaks down on this point, will be very regrettable. But

we will be comfortable with our position, and it will not be the end of the

story. We will certainly continue our efforts.
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