
10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

5 From the Private Secretary November 1996

Following our discussion last night, I attach the revised text we plan to

send to John Hume and subsequently to publish. As I said, we now wish to

move fast and would like to give Hume the text as soon as possible.

Publication could follow shortly afterwards.

You will see that we have adjusted the text we last received from Hume

in various ways to ensure it continues to reflect our policies, but have tried to

keep changes to a minimum. There is a new paragraph on what would happen

after a ceasefire, to replace the one discussed between us earlier. Your

concerns have been taken into account. I trust you will be able to support the

result.

In sending the text to John Hume, we would accompany it with a letter

explaining further our position, making clear again that the timing of Sinn

Fein's entry into negotiations in the event of a ceasefire is dependent on the

words used and the actions which follow. We are bound to take time to

evaluate any new ceasefire - paragraph 8 of the Groundrules makes that clear in

any case.

You should be aware that this text is the product of much consideration

here and represents just about the limits of what we are prepared to say, given

our overall approach, and the present circumstances. As we discussed, the kind

of words Hume has suggested might be used by the IRA/Sinn Fein in the event

of a ceasefire, on the question of "permanence" , do not seem to us to change

the position. And there is no indication of any move forward on other issues

such as parallel decommissioning or the consent principle.

JOHN HOL s

Paddy Teahon, Esq.
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This must be based on full respect for the rights and identities of both traditions.

We want to see peace, stability and reconciliation established by agreement.

We are also determined to see these negotiations through successfully, as speedily

as possible. This is in line with the hopes and aspirations of people in both the

United Kingdom and the Irish Republic. These have already given momentum to

a process which will always have difficulties. We will encourage the adoption by

the participants of an agreed indicative timeframe for the conduct of the

negotiations. We have already proposed that a plenary meeting should be held in

December to take stock of progress in the negotiations as a whole. The two

Governments will also review progress at regular intervals. Progress in the

negotiations will be reviewed again in May 1997, before we decide whether or not

to extend the forum's one-year life which expires then.

Meanwhile we are committed to raising confidence, both through the talks and

through a range of other measures alongside them. The International Body's

report itself proposes a process of mutual confidence-building.

So we will continue to pursue social and economic policies based on the principles

of equality of opportunity, equity of treatment and parity of esteem irrespective of

political, cultural or religious affiliation or gender. We support, with equal

respect, the varied cultural traditions of both communities. We are also committed

to developing policing arrangements so that the police service should enjoy the

support of the entire community.

It is worth recalling that, in response to the ceasefires of Autumn 1994 and the
changed level of threat, we undertook a series of confidence-building measures.
These included changed arrangements for release of prisoners in Northern Ireland
under the Northern Ireland (Remission of Sentences) Act 1995, security force

CONFIDENTIAL
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