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ROIBIN MCALIBKEY: HANDLING OF DECISTON

1. In his letter to You of 20 February, David Redhouse
Sought my advice on handling the Roisin McAliskey decision in
the United states.

2. There is intense interest in the case here, and we =hal}
need to move quickly. If the decision is taken on or arsound
the 16 March deadline it will be especially sensitive, because
- along with most who matter in Irish America - Ahern, Hume ,
Adams, Trimble, Alderdice et al will be in Washington for the
St Patrick’s Day festivities - along, of course, with Dr
Mowlam.

¢+ If the decision is for extradition:

a} we should convey it, before it hits the wires, to the
NSC (me to Steinberg); to State (ma to Pickering);

and to key Congressmen (ideally Mo Mowlam to Kennedy,
Gilman and also Christopher smith (R-NJ) who chairs the
Human Rights Sub-Committee of the House Internationsl
Relations Committee, and takes a Particular interest in
this case), I would do the rest of the Senate and House;

b) we would at once alert US Posts, who are being sent the
contingency briefing. we shall pre-prepare material for
our website - which already has a section on Roisin
McAliskey,

c) we would contact the Key journalists here. Jr the
decision is taken while Mo Mowlam is in town, she should
Say something at once on the recaord.

1. If the decision is not to extradite, things will be much
easler here. The only people who might not welcome )t are

Reno and Freeh: because of the implication such a decision
might have for pending extradition cases here (our problem, as
David Redhouse notes, will he a longer term one,
Brennan/Artt/Kirby lobby cranks up to demana an eguivalent
"peace process dividend"”). Reno and Freeh might therafore
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