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RUISLN MCALISKEY: HANDLING O UDRCISION

I have just seen a copy of Uavid Raedhouse's letter to you Of
20 February about the impending decision on Rolsin McAliskey,
together with Dominick Cuhiicott s Jecver of 25 February. David
Redhouse asks for advice <n the handling of German Ministers.

If the Home Secretary approves ME MoALiskey's extradition, there
will no doubt be some coiticizm Lrom the softer partes of the
German public and madida. But There will be no problems with The
Cerman GOvernment, sinde 1T 15 chaid leyuest TOo which we would
be responding.

It the decision is not to exLpuuite, then the reaction here will
depend on The reascns given. Yne Cerman Minlsters concerned
will, I would expect, undecstand ir the Home Secretary decides
on medical grounds to releise Ms Mchliskey. They will probably
also understand, although somewhizt less readily, 1if the decision
iz presented in a way whnian implise thac wider considerations
relating to the peace process was the reason. But they will, I
think, need to be able to refer to scme ceason for the decision,
Tk nnly te counter allegations chat Ms McAliskey would not get a
fair trial in Germany. I nope therstore that if the Home ‘
Secretary telephones kKanchece to inform him of a decision in thils
sense they Can agree a line wnich can be used 1n Germany 10
explanation. This might ke followed up by a letter tc Kanther
which could be copied to schmidt-Jortzig, the Minister of
Justice.

Presumably if MS Mchliskey is extradited here we would need to
be prepared, unless she claims Jcish clrtizenship, Lo accepr
consular responsibllicy fOr nerc.

I am sending copies of tiis lectcer to David Rednouse [(Home

Office), Ken Lindsay (NIQ), Dowminick Chilcott (FCO), Christopher
Meyer (Washington) and Vecronica Sutherland {Dublinj.
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