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The IRA said it was a S5 4ad, confident and
pproaching 1997 unifieda,
steadfaet in our commitment tOo sudceed''.

o “No amount of British obduracy will deflect us from che task we
ve set curselves.''

The IRA opened its Naw xtension of
year message with an ext i
grestings to ite friends and supporters ~-“at home and aproad'' and toO
spublican prisoners. It also said its thoughts were with che

gamili.l of IRA Velunteers Edward O'Brien and Diamuid O'Neill ~~who
ragically lost their lives in the lasc year.''

It said: ““Am we move into the New Year we fael it appropriace €O
again reaffirm eour steadfast commitment to our rapublican
ocbjeccives. '

“*Our primary objective remains the reunification of our
country,

We reitmrate alse our dommitment €O the establishment of A
just and lasting peace in Ireland.''

“*Time and again in the past we have demonatraced clearly chat wea
will face up to our responsibilities either in the diracdc pursuit of
our objectives or in assimting in the devalopment of the conditions
necessary for the establishment of a maaningful Drocess with the
potential for seacuring a lasting settlement o cthe conflict in
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Ireland. '’

In the statement the IRA said it had ~“with reluctance''

announced on February 9th last year an end to its completce cesgacion
of military opexrations, g

““whilst we take full respongibility foxr that decision, we
ramind John Major and his government chat the opportunity for lasting
peaca, craeacted by oux iniciative of 31lst August 1994, 18 months
earlier, nad been gradually stzrangled to the point of extinction by

himsel? and his Cabinet long pafore ouxr decigion te resume militaxy
operations.''

The IRA praised those atill working to rescue the ctroubled
Northern peace process.

~~we command those who, despite British bad faith, continue to
ripe to the challen of attempting to put together a maaningful
process aimed at initiating inclusive negotiations with the goal of
actaining a lasting peaca settlemenc . '’

It said: ““In the 18 months prior to Pebruary 9th, the Bricish
rafused to do this, Events since then have demonstracted a continuing
iack of political will, on their paxt, to do =o. They remain both
firmly opposad to the developmant of the required process ard also
committed to underpinning the Unionist agenda in whatever process
cakas root in its place, nowhere hettex axemplified tchan at Dxumcree
on the OxmmAul Road and in Derry in tche summer manche of lastc ynar."'
ends
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