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Embassy of Ireland

20 Arkana Street, Yarralumla

Counsellors A-l, Section,
Messrs Teahon, Donlon &

Dalton, Ambassadors
London & Washington, Joint
Secretary

Auatralian Capital Territory 2600

Tel: 06 273 3022

Fax 06 273 3741

TO: Anglo-Irish Division

FOR THE ATTENTION OF: David Cooney

FROM: Joe Sheehan

DATE: 6 January 1997

NO. OF PAQGES: 4

SUBJECT: Gaerry Adams
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You may wish Lo see the attached interview with Mr Gerry Adams

which was carried in the Courier Mail (Brisbane)

Regards

ce: Dympna Hayes, AnglO—IriSh Division
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last month.
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KNOCKING

AT THE

'DOOR

Sinn Fein is mounting a legal
challenge to overturn the
Howard Government'’s
decision to ban its president,
Gerry Adams, from visiting
Australia. Is he a terroristor a
political leader genuinely in
search of peace in Northern
Ireland? Ben Bohane spoke

_to hi
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‘Che rejection by British Prime
Ministor John Majorofthe sccond
peace proposal put forward by
Qerry Adams and the Social
Democratic Labour Party's John
tHurne, as well as the return to hos-
tilities. huve cast d shadow over
this Christmay.

“LAst yoar was grand,” says
Michael, & bus driver shopping on
hig duy off. "We had 3 half-million
rally together for peace and with
the ceaseflre you could go any-
where.

“Now the troops arc back on the
street and everyone's creeping
back to the fortress mentality of
their communities.”
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Bneain redeployed several thou-
sand troops afterthe ceasefire was
broken by London's Canary
Wharf bombing earller this ycar
and maintained a heavy presence
during the July-August marching
season.

Now thoy remain on high alert
for an anticipated “big strike” by
the Irish Republican Army before
the traditional Christmas cease-
fire.

Foot patrols, armourcd convoys,
security cameras, bovering hell-
copters: It's hard not to fecl you
arc a moving blip registering on a
vast surveillance landscape some-
where.

The feeling I3 further enhanced
wandering alone around Militown
Cemetory at one end of the Falls
Road.

A patchwork of Celtle crosses
and Victorian-era angels, It I3
home to the republican dead.
Through the drizzle, a helicopter
hung no more than 200m directly-
above me untcil I left.

Along the grey streets the cver-
present steel shutters are & per-
manent reminder that shop-
keepers and residents are always
expecting the worst, that a stato of
peace can never be guaranteed in
a city whero the ‘l'roubles have
been a part of soclety for gener-
atlons.

It I3 & city living on the edge and
is almost surreal — Christmas dec-
orations and heavily armed pa-

trols existing side by side. the tin-
ny sound of Christmas carols
drowned out by the ominous
rumble of helicopters shuttling
overhend, on the way trom heavily
guarded army compounds to the
border bandit county and beyond.

It is & sign that even in this sea-
son of peace, Belrast knows that
war {8 never far helow the surface.

“There's been a change In
plans,” saild the Sinn Fein rop-
resentative inside the third-flvor
bunker of the abandoned flour
mill which serves as Sinn Fein
headquarters. “Gerry's down at
the ox-Felons Club waitin® for
you.”

I climb Into a black cab outside
and cruise tho 3km to Andersonx-
town, past o bus stop with “Free
our POWSs" emblazoned on a brick
wall and the usual territorial
graffltl

Two steel sccurity doors, barbed
wire and a security carnera guard
the entrance but once {nside the
Felon's Club reveals a cosy I1n-
terior.

To be a member hore you must
have served time In a British jatl
“for the cause™.

Old men In flat caps sit in snugs,
throwing back Guinness, watched
aver by oll purtraits of p.\at. cam-
palgners. S
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m‘gl\g televiston crews return to
:mdl&r downstairs and Adams
find a quiet corner. :

Llke Marcti
reportedly the I%Ahf,commm”'
In~chieliAdamsiis n tcomm:mder-
a dnnker. gelseardedias

He starts talk
Austrilian Govermge:g:m‘ S

3 recent
deciston to reject us application
for an entry permit.

Thiststhe first time Iapplied to
sf';rl\ﬂ Australia and {t was mostly
4 e request o i .
S eq { my publisher,” ho

“I would like to have gone to
Australia many times -. in fact, my
parents tried to emigrate there in
the 19508 (they were rejected
because his fathor had served time
fur republican activities).

“Clesarly it would have been bet-
ter to get there before now, but
with the peace process and all it
was just so hectic {t was Imposs-
ible.

~I'm still hoping to gat there, and
in fact our legal people are looking
t see if there is somc legal
redress.”’

A Queensland logal flrm is
mounting the challenge, using the
FPreedom of Information Act to
obtain documents about the cle-
ciston.

Adams snys Britlsh pressure is
behind the ban, combined with
Australian Prime Minister John
Howard's pro-monarchist sympa-

thies.
when the British Broadcasting
Corporation announced the ban,
another news ftem on the same
pulletin reported that Britlsh
hael flesle-
d senlor Mln;su"y l(‘)f
efonce officials were in Aus rallo
gnallslng an arms deal including
Harrierjumpjeta. AR
»1 certalnly thin e
fter a lot of lobbying by
s Lok yment.” ha Says.

British Govert
e look how hyatericol

tinec an

1 mesan,
Lhex)’ got when { was able Lo RO to
USA.
the wer struggle.

2 't about a po
lt'su:tt!:gz:t the Lritish trying z}o
keep an {qea under wraps.{ it's
about trying to stop people from
being inrormed of forming 2
nded opinion.
m"'ll would never have dre:\mt; o{
coming to Australia on plout'tcy:1
pusiness: in this case I was nvite

by my publisher to talk about 2

hook.
g t but that
~[eisa dlmppolntmen
{8 also & matter for the Australian
eople that thelr Government
took & decislon to ban me.
~ft Isn't Abou :
rights because
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:rif:t tlo B0 to Australia than any-
Aus::;:f’ but [ presuma that (n
e A peaple have the right to

ormation, they have the right
to l't;m) thelr own opinion

“Thore are no rcscl:lc
Placed on any British or Un:;:?a:
or aother factiuns in this.

“So it is a disappointm

K ent at one
llev_el that the British can he so
strident and can reach so far.”

The bouk Adarns {8 referring to

I3 his autoblogra
s, graphy, Before The

It traces his childhood tn West
Belfast, through the civil rights
movement of the 1960s campaign-
ing for equal housing, employ-
ment and electoral represen-
tation, to the violenco of the 19708,
hunger strikes, life on the run,
prison and various peace Initlat-
{ves.

It iy a straightforward account
of his peryynat struggie. It is also
notable for what it doesn't say.

While it ts widely belleved
Adama was Belfast commander of
phe IRA in 1972 and 1973, nowhere
in the book dves Adams acknowl-
cdge he has even heen a member
of the organisation.

"I haye to confess the book came
out of & very busy time In my lile
and hasn’t heen the main focus.”
he says.

“But it has been quite surprising
to see the media focus on it.” °

‘The most controversial passage

in the book, picked up by the Brit-
ish press in partleular, Is where
Adams describes in short-story
form what gaes through the mind
of an IRA sniper as he prepares to
klll & British orficer leading a
patrol In Belfast.

Adams ingsists the story is fic-
tional and in no way reflects his
own personal experience. Ile says
he now regrets including the pass-
age.

“I wrote that story at least 10
years ago and It was only included
because my publisher asked me to
project what i8 like to be an IRA

volunteer.”

“The physlcal-force tradition

{n freland ls very atrong and
those who are part of it, espectally
on the republican side, have o
huge responsibiiity to pring lt to
an end, to einbruce other forms of
struggle and seek to develop these
in place of armed struggle 1fthisis
possible.

“No one should be dogmatic
about armed struggleasd tactic.

“Nor should it ba romantieised.
have lost many good friends, and
their familics’ 1089, Jike my own, i8,
I know, reflected also {n the loss
experionced by those who have
suffered because of the armed
actions of the IRA."

Does he think the HBritish Gov-
ernment has ever made a sincere
attempt at & penceful solution?

I think the British Government
will slways act I 1ts own inter-
ests,” he replies.

“Unfortunately ther
tory of {mperialism in B!

I ATER in the book ho writes:

e Is a his-
rieatn — 70 ,
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the globe and that 1s still 2 factor
n thelr attitude.”

He quotes former British prine
minister Harold Wilson who, a
week before leaving office, sald
that a united Ireland was the only
long-term sulution to the conflict.

“[t 18 somewhat fronic that some

[ the limited attempty at peace

have mostly come from the Con-
aervative Party.
» It {s wlso educational to note
that no matter what thelir public
'pomtion. there has been for a long
Inme contact from the British
Government, mostly initiated by
them. with us.
| “They have called us criminals,
fterrorists. subhuman and bar-
barians.
‘ “yet cven under (then prime
 minister Margarct) Thatcher
,there was contact, I have 2
: notional vtew that the British
Government does not have a mor-
al attitude towards [reland. It has
an expedient sttitude towards Ire-
land.

~John Major was given an
opportunity hiy predecessors
never had but has falled beeguse
of his own political ambition, to
maove things forward.

~paradoxically, [t may have been
the case that if Margaret That-
cher had been given an oppor-
tunity she may have grasped 1€.”

once again the main stumbling
block to all-party talks is the issue
of decomissioning.

Having lost his parllamentary
majority last week, Major i3 seen
to be even more dependent on the
support of Ulster Unionisty in the
run-up to next year's clections.

Hardline Unionists such as Ian
Palsloy Insist Sinn Fein should not
be allowed a seat at talks until the
IRA begins decommissioning its
weapona.

To republicans, this Iy tanta-
mount to surrender in a war they
belleve they are winning.

After loynlist attacksinthe 1960s
which saw them unarmed, repub-
Lleans are uniikely to mect such &
demand.

“The British Government,
under preasure from the Univn-
{sts, keep moving the goalposts.

~Back in 1993 we were led to
pelleve that once we had estab-
llshed a ceasefire for & minimum
of three months, there would be &
timetable set for {nclusive nego-
tiations.

«After nearly 18 months of the
ceaselire, there was still no date
fixed for talks.

«John Major has continued to
throw obstacles on the path, from
Untonist-insplred elections, to
decommissioning, to rejection of
not Just our proposals but US rec-
ommendations. !

“Having sold that, ajor's
dependency on the Unldnists i3
somewhat overstated.

«1 don't think there was ever o
time when tha British Govern-
ment could have fallen on the
question of Ireland.

I think the main factor in ol
this IS ong of his own statements

,m_
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point w
deeply in Alalyyy
Here tn

hich resonates
of the contlice.

or a tnce-snvmg exit.
:‘lex:apther is that Britain will
doml:nn engaged for fear of the
o ohe"ec!.. beyging the ques-
i pl:"w ich British prime minister
o~ mpared to go down In history
€ one who triggers devol-
ution? Surely Seotland s next?
Adams:

“But they have alwa,
ys dealt
w{tls-lrgland In a different context.
'IU'S in their terminology when
they say the Union of Great Brit-
aln and Northern Ireland.
“These are the sorts of things
th\t feed Unlonist paranoia and
mnsecurity.
“Everyone knows when you

come here that you're {n 1 differ-
ent country,

“The British administered this
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asone island up to 70 years ago,
cventhe adjustinent oyr a uu.lstzx;r(3
rymandered statelet doesn't give It
20y sense of Permanency,

“S0 I think the British can be
moved, they are not a monolith.”

There {8 another. more cynical
View, that Britaln yges Irelandasa
laboratory In modern warfare.

Inthe same way [rish republican
Michael Collina’ guerrilla tactics of
the 19208 were to inspire China's
Mo Tse Tung, Vietnam's Hy Chi
Minh and other 20th century rey-
olutlons, 30 too has the IRA’S pol-
icy of iIndustrial targeting begun to

influence a new generation of ter-
rorists.

Itis not surpristing that the Brit-
ish possess perhaps the most
sophisticated antt-terrorist unit in
the world.

The technology and training
needed to combat the IRA is a
highly valuable — and exportable
= commodity.

In 3 post-Cold War security
landscspe, the confliet also justi-
fies Britain’s considerable military
and Intelligence establishments.

UT what Ly it about the Irish
psyche that provokes such
resistanca?

Adams: “It's difticult to pinpoint
and [ don't want to be accused of
raclsm. But the fact iy there IS a
colonlal history in reland.

“It hax an effect on freland and
it hax an effect on Britain,

“For better or worse, the Irish
are a colonised people who havo
never been colonised in our heads.

“Some of that might be down to
no more than a song. And the fact
that we are an island race separ-
ated by the sea.

“But the Irish have also pald &
very high price for the British con-
nection.

“It is hard to overestimate the
impact of the famine, for in-
stance.”

The Irish potato famine of the
18408 is thought to have klilled a
milllon Irish and forced 2 million
to emigrate.

The Irony is that by being colon-
ised, the Irish cllaspora established
new colonles in the US, Canada,
Australla and New Zealand with
thelr own antipathies towsrds the
DBritish.

“I'here {s a phenomenon
ateached to the Irish diaspora
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which cannot be over-exaggerated
and perhaps we are sceing it come
full circle.” Adamas said.

“When the Australian Govern-
ment sald I was ‘not of good
character’ it was exactly the same
reason the British used when they
sent [rishimen to Australia.

“Once upon a time you coukin’t
get there unless you were of bad
character.”

Adams has been influenced by
two struggles which he believes
have parallels with tug own.

The first was the US black clvil
rights movement to end diserimt-
natlon; the other the movement
to end apartheld in South Africa.

It is not surpnsing then, when
asked to nominate a statesman
who has inspired hlin, Adams
nominates Nelson Mandela.

"Having endured as much as he
did and yet be so considerateinthe
process of reconciiiation, Is the
true mark of leadarship.”

Reflecting on his own paradig:n,
Adams says: "Por conflict to exist
there must be injustice. If the con-
fitet Iy to be tackled, then the
causes of injustice must be
tackled.

“There are only two ways to end
confliet. One iy when one side
beats the other. The other Is to
have a negotlated settlement.

"For » negotiated settlement
there must exist a certain dynamle
and often that 15 fostered by hav-
ing an outside party step in to
establish a framework.”

Adams is hoping that the US will
continue to act a5 that “outskle
party”.

“They can certainly give the
whole movement towards peace a
bit of & push.

“There Is an emot{onal relation-
ship that exists in America over
Ireland (a recent census stated
43 milllon Americans claim Irtsh
ancestry).

“But when you look at conflicts
that have heen resolved, it 1s
because at some point all the par-
ties talked.

“Now they may have all kept
their views, yet at some further
point a common denominator was
found.

“80 far that hasn’t happened In
Northern Ireland.”

¢ | presume that in
Australia people have
the right to

information,

the right to form
their own opinion 9
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