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This is the 'UNEDITED Version of the transcript (also known ag the 'Blacks"),

Next Take Number . H

DAIL EIREANN

14.00 (2 o'clock)

22 January 1997

~ Message from Seanad. *

An Ceann Combhairle: Messages have been received from Seanad Eireann

Parliamentary Offices (Amendment) Bill, 1996, without amendment.

~ CEISTEANNA - QUESTIONS. »

1. Mr. B. Ahern asked the Taoiseach if he will make a statement on the
prospects for peace and political progress in Northern Ireland in 1997. [1355/97]

2. Mr. B. Ahern asked the Taoiseach the plans, if any, he has in conjunction

with the British Prime Minister to provide a motive force within the talks process

- n



»

L0 e N A

TEURSEMBANYY p 1Mt LANY

G2

t : :
O ensure thejr continuing Viability, [1356/97]

3. :
Mr. B. Ahern askeq the Taoiseach the further support, i any, he will give to

the Pre-Christmas Peace initiative of John Hume. [1 357/97]

Principles. [1 359/97]

6. Miss Harney asked the Taoiseach the initiatives, if any, planned by the

Government to inject new momentum into the peace process. [1371/97]

7. Miss Harney asked the Taoiseach the contacts, if any, between officials in

his Department and Sinn Féin since Wednesday, 17 December 1996. [(1372/97]

8. Miss Harney asked the Taoiseach the discussions, if any, he has had with

the British Prime Minister since Wednesday, 17 December 1996. [1373/97]

The Taoiseach: | propose to take Questions 1 to 8 together.
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The responsit: S
Pansibilityjfoy Political progress rests in the first instance with the two

Government : |
S. We have eXercised this résponsibility through putting in place agreed

ro :
Procedures ang Mechanisms for the fair conduct of multi-party talks and the

commencement of these talks on 10 June last year.

responsibilities. Of course, everybody does not have the same responsibility. People who
kill, or €ncourage others to kill, bear a greater burden of responsibility for the lack of

peace in Northern Ireland than those who passively support violence. Equally, those who

passively support the politics of violence have a much higher responsibility for the lack of
peace than those who Support parties which reject violence. There is an onus on all
democrats to speak and act against violence and sectarianism in all their manifestations.
Violence and sectarianism continue because, regrettably,

a minority continue to give them

active or passive support.

The Government is convinced that, provided the will is there on all sides, and all are
prepared to act responsibly, 1997 can be a year both of peace and of political progress.
For our part, we will continue to do everything in our power, as we have done in the past,
to secure these objectives. We will work in close co-operation with all who share, and
who are committed to, exclusively peaceful and democratic methods of action. In
particular, we will do everything we can to optimise the prospects for substantive
progress in the multi-party talks, including, if possible, in advance of the general election

United Kingdom. We continue to work in close contact with Mr. John Hume, with
in the Unite :

~
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in the talks with parties, some of whom had never previously had contact with the Irish
Government, the effective removal of the Washington Three precondition, as well as a
clear commitment in statements from both Governments that Sinn Féin will be admitted
to the talks once it complies with the terms set out publicly.

Despite all these advances, which were designed, inter alia, to secure an IRA ceasefire,
and the meetings which were held at official level with Sinn Féin, we have seen in the
interim - not an IRA ceasefire - but more and more IRA violence which has intensified to

the point that at least nine IRA attack attempts, of a major kind, took place in the past
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» and that Previously identified and

realistically attainable things need to be discussed at the meeting, and done, that will

achieve that end. If such assurances are received, meetings can be arranged at very short

notice. The sole purpose of any such meeting would be to end IRA violence, once and for
all, and quickly.

In response to question No. 5 from Deputy Ahern, | ¢an confirm that a|| parties to the
multi-party talks are indeed required to maintain a strict adherence to the Mitchell
Principles. This is made clear beyond doubt in the 28 February 1996 communiqué, the
ground rules paper, and the agreed rules of Procedure for the talks.

I have already reported to the House on my meeting with Prime Minister Major on 9

December last. | do not believe it is always appropriate or useful to report on every
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» as during
last year i
e Seitachwillibe Maintained at Political and officja] level with Downing
Street

Wherever desirable or necessary. This is of course additional to contacts already

would point out that the outcome of the talks has to be approved by the people by means

of a referendum. To the minority community, | would point out that the involvement and

endorsement of the Irish Government is contingent on the achievement of an agreement
within the three strands which is fair and just to nationalist aspirations. Nothing is agreed
until everything is agreed, so all parties have a specifically designed structure, within

which they can make contingent concessions to one another's positions, in the interests

of an ultimate overall agreement. | urge all parties in the talks do that, so that there can

be forward movement, and Northern Ireland can enjoy a stable and universally accepted
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This is the UNEDITED' version of the transcript (also known as the ‘Blacks").

Take Number: H
Next Take Number: J

DAIL EIREANN

02.10 p.m.
; 22 January 1997

" CEISTEANNA - QUESTIONS. *

Mr. B. Ahern: Does the Taoiseach accept there is growing pessimism in
regard to the peace process and the overall position in Northern Ireland since
the House last met? Furthermore, does he agree that this has been caused for
three reasons, first, the deplorable irresponsible actions on the part of
paramilitary organisations on all sides; second, the lack of leadership in the
talks process on the part of many of the parties, éomé of whom are more
concerned with their electoral position and backing than with peace; third, that
the Government appear to have given up in recent weeks endeavouring to
break the deadlock? While the Taoiseach has furnished a long reply,
concentrating mainly on events over the past year or so - with none of which |
disagree - would he inform the House what he is endeavouring to do to reverse
the present deteriorating position, my main concern as expressed in Question
No. 1, where are we going and what can we do NOW to try to assist the parties

and respective communities to reverse the Position? | am conscioys that it wil|
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resolve the then position.

Finally, ‘may | ask the Taoiseach

An Ceann Combhairle: This question appears to be rather long.

The Taoiseach: Itis a weighted question,

The Taoiseach: Ah, no.

Mr. B. Ahern: Would the Taoiseach inform the House the Present position of
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Fein at official leve|?

The Taoiseach: | take issue with the way Deputy Bertie Ahern presented

three reasons for Peoples concern at present, as if they were all more or less on

Some level of equivalence with one another,

the primary and overwhelming responsibility for their own actions. The people
who order young men and some young Wwomen to go into 3 children's hospital
with guns with an intention of assassinating politicians have the first
responsibility for the lack of Peace. Any presentation of the problem in
Northern Ireland seen as to list three reasons - lack of leadership in the talks,
the Government not doing enough and what Deputy Bertie Ahern rather coyly
'desc.ribed as deplorable, irresponsible actions - | can find stronger words than
those to describe the actions of the IRA and of the Loyalists who attacked a

number of people; they are more than deplorable, they are attempts at murder.,

We must reach a point in discussion about this subject at which we describe /i
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discussions with Mr. John Hume about the initiatives he is currently taking,
discussions of intensity and frequency of a high level; also in maintaining close

contact with the British Prime Minister in regard to this matter. But nothing

that. we do can be seén as taking away from those who order killings or who
order mortar attacks for the responsibility for those decisions.

I have listed in the House all of the things the Government has achieved
already which have justified an IRA ceasefire. We have a fixed date for talks,
with Senator Mitchell chairing those talks, we have rules and procedures fair to
all, we have removed the Washington Ill condition and this Government is in
direct face to ~face talks with parties in Northern Ireland who never previously
would have spoken to us. All that has been achieved but it has not been good
enough for the Republican movement yet. It is time the Republican movement

said exactly what it is they want that will satisfy them if that does not satisfy

them. To my mind any reasonable democrat should be satisfied with what js -
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attempted i v _ .
Mposition of one View at the expense of another, which is a recipe

for further problems.

Miss Harney: Given that the Loyalists' ceasefire has clearly broken down, is
the Taoiseach fully satisfied that the leadership of the fringe Unionist or Loyalist

Parties are fully committed to the peace process and the Mitchell principles?

The Tapiseach: The position in regard to that matter is set out in Article 29 of
the rules for the talks. These state that if, during the negotiations a fo.rmal
representation is made to the independent Chairman that a participant is no
longer entitled tp participate on the grounds that they have demonstrably
dishonoured the Vprinciples of democracy and non-violence, this will be
circulated by the Chairman to all participants and will be subject to appropriate
action by the Governments, including due regard to the views of the
participants. That is the rule which governs the question raised by the Deputy.
So far no complaint has been lodged in regard to any party taking part in the
talks. If a complaint were lodged, obviously it would have to be on the basis
that the party concerned had demonstrably dishonoured the relevant
requirements in regard to non-violence. It is also the case, and worth noting,
that the CLMC has not, to my knowledge, taken or announced ahy decision to

i abandon their ceasefire or cessation of violence. It is also the case that the
|
‘ Loyalist Parties have indicated that they are working hard to maintain the

Loyalist ceasefire, despite what might appear to be deliberate provocation
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designed to unhinge that Ceasefire on the part of the other paramilitary
Organisation the IRA. Obviously, it is a matter of concern that actions have
taken place which could be ascribed to organised Loyalists but, as of now,
there is no demonstrable dishonouring of the requirements by the parties

concerned, but if a complaint is lodged, of course, that can be investigated in

accordance with the Procedures | have outlined to the Deputy.

Section to follow:
Section J follows.
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Text not yet available to Deputies - 'Blacks' not yet fully typed.

Take Number: J
Next Take Number: K
DAIL EIREANN
14.20
22 January 1997

A CEISTEANNA - QUESTIONS. #

Mr. B. Ahern: The Taoiseach answered my question on the Mitchell principals. |
have no wish to see the loyalists driven from the negotiating table because their
presence is essential. Will the Taoiseach tell the House when he believes we
reached an absurd situation? There have been three loyalist attacks and at least
nine republican ones. On one side, loyalists are engaged in the argument about who
accepts responsibility. Is it not absurd that one group is at the talks although some
of its members are engaged in these actions, while another which offered an
unequivocal ceasefire through Mr. John Hume has not been allowed into the talks
and has been told it must go through other hoops?

The Taosieach answered my question on mid December by telling me what
happened since 1 January - | have no argument with what happened on that date.

He can use whatever words he likes and | will sign up to them. Going back to mid
December, is it correct that John Hume had reached a situation where he coulq get
the republican movement to give a commitment to an unequivocal cease-fire

provided he got a date and that the difficulty was that the only résponse he got f
rom

352 1 780100 =
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fire now, which unfortunately

Seéems unlikely, or before the British general election. He did not say whether the

Government is meeting Sinn Féin at officia| level as frequently as some months ago.

The Taoiseach: As far as the last part of the Deputy's question is concerned, |
answered that question in some detail in my initial reply. | indicated the exact
position as far as that matter is concerned. | have nothing to add to what | already
said. The position as regards December is that the Irish Government took the view
that a date should be set for Sinn Féin's entry into the talks once a ceasefire had
taken place. Within the period of the ceasefire and the date the relevant appreciation
could be made as to whether the ground rules requirements, paragraphs eight and
nine, were being complied with not only in terms of the ceasefire, but the behaviour
following on it. The British Government's view was somewhat different. It felt there
had to be a ceasefire after which it would look at whether the ground rules were
being complied with. It was not willing to set a specific date without a ceasefire and

it being allowed a margin for appreciation as regards compliance with the ground

rules.

The difference was the subject of vigorous discussion between the Governments.

Each Government, however, held its position on the matter as they are entitled to
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~fire ang Sinn Féin Participation.

On the other hand,

itis clear under the ground rules that if the IRA hag called a
Ceasefi

re, Sinn Feéin would have got into the talks quite soon anyway. There was no

question that Sinn Féin would not have got into the talks. Admittedly, there was the
diffi i

movement - that

: epublican
movement has accepted that analysis. The inevitable conclusion of such an analysis

is that a ceasefire must be called sooner or later, and the sooner the b

etter from
everybody's point of view.

Miss Harney: Does the Taoiseach believe Sinn Féin is doing eve

rything it can to
bring about an IRA ceasefir

e? Will he say when the last offi

cial meeting between the
Government and Sinn Féin was held?

"D 4 70000

-1
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dimension,
Mr. M. McDowell: We are thinking about a military one.

The Taoiseach: In the Deputy's case, | have no doubt he would wage defensijve

warfare because he is such a gentle soul.

Mr. S. Brennan: More name calling.

The Taoiseach: | am trying to think of one for the Deputy, but jt is taking me a

long time.

I do not accept the distinction that Sinn Fain

Miss Harney: Nor do |.
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Nobody €an do that for jt - itis a decision it must make itself It must stop projecting

d, more often, indecisions on other people's shoulders.

Miss Harney: | agree with the Taoiseach that there is no distinction between Sinn
Fein, the republic movement or the IRA. On the last occasion | asked this question,
he said he was convinced the leadership of Sinn Féin was doing everything it coulq

to bring about an IRA ceasefire. [s that still the Taoiseach's Position? Will the
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€ss or the wej
People concerneq.

Section to follow:

Section K follows.
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This ig the

'UNEDITED' Version of

the transcript (also known as the 'Blacks").

Next Take Number , L

DAIL EIREANN
02.30 p.m.

22 January 1997
" CEISTEANNA - QUESTIONS. *

That remains to be seen. |t should be |eft open for us to pursue whatever hope
there is.

| have indicated and set out in my original reply the position which applies in

regard to any meetings sought. There Was a meeting some time before

Christmas but there has been none since.

Mr. B. Ahern: From his communications with John Major, does the Taoiseach
believe the British Prime Minister will make any further moves with John Hume

or anyone else to try to bring about a renewed ceasefire ang renewed talks prior

to the British general election?

The Taoiseach: | cannot say but the Deputy's focus on what the British Prime

Minister must do to bring about an IRA ceasefire is to some extent placing the

emphasis on the wrong place. It should be on the responsibility of the IRA and

the republican movement to stop the killing now. This House should direct its

attention to people who claim to be Nationalists like People in this House. We

3R 1 780100 e
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now are. Where previously some Unionist parties would not talk to Irish
Government representatives, they now sit around the same table with us. Sinn
Féin can also sit at those talks under the ground rules we have negotiated if the
IRA calls a ceasefire. While | certainly would like the British Prime Mim:ster and
will encourage him to do anything extra he can in terms of statements to make it
easier for the IRA to call a ceasefire, | would not want such a statement to be
interpreted as in any way removing from the shoulders of the republican

movement the primary and overwhelming responsibility for its own acts and for

the current lack of peace.

Mr. B. Ahern: The Taoiseach need not worry about anyone misinterpreting
that. We have spent 25 years in Government renouncing violence and the
republican movement. However, it is worth putting some emphasis on Mr.
Major. The Taoiseach tried in December, supported by this side of the House, to
look for an unequivocal ceasefire and to set a date, the result of six months'
work by John Hume, supported by the Taoiseach, the Opposition and the

Progressive Democrats, and this was rejected by John Major. When we try to
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Convince the repp:
u
Publican movement or the Nationalist people who might support

them of the sjtyat:
Ituation, what does one say about the British Government which

reéjects the [rish Government's and Dsi| Eireann's proposals? That is still the
Position. | cannot Stop the army council but I can urge the Taoiseach to get
John Major to clarify where he stands. If we know that, we can then try to
convince at least some republicans of the right thing to do. We are not at that
situation because we failed and the Taoiseach failed to convince the British
Government only a few weeks ago that the position was that if there were an
unequivocal ceasefire, a fixed date would be forthcoming. It seemed to break up
on the basis that we were talking about next Monday as the day the talks were
to resume after Christmas and the British Government was saying behind closed
doors that it was not Monday but might be Tuesday. If the difference were that
small, why did we not succeed? That is why | strongly believe that the
Taoiseach should try to encourage John Major to do something useful rather

than considering himself for the next general election.

The Taoiseach: Sinn Féin was given a date when it could take part in the talks 4
which was 10 June. It had months' notice of that date. If the republican
movement wanted to take part in the talks, all it had to do was call an IRA
ceasefire in good time and participate in the elections as it did and would then
have gone straight into the talks on 10 June. It should not be put about that the
republican movement is not represented in the talks because it never got a date.

It did get one; 10 June. When members of the movement turned up, they knew

they would not be admitted because the IRA was continuing its campaign of
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continue military operations during it because it would only be a ceasefire in

words alone and not in reality.

Mr. D. Ahern: Mr. Trimble at Drumcree.

with the ground rules. |t knows that well. Any attempt to Pretend that,

because it has not been given a specific date, although desirable, jt lustifies its

continuing killing of people is hair splitting of the most weak-kneed ang amoral
kind.
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An Ceann ¢ irle: ;
omhairle: | wag hoping we might proceed to other questions but |

observe Deputy Michael McDowell offering.

Mr. M. McDowell: Will the Taoiseach tell the House, once a ceasefire was
declared, what further hoops the British Government would require Sinn Féin

and the provisional movement to go through before it would enter into talks?

The Taoiseach: Basically, all that is required is that it comply after the
ceasefire with the provisions of the ground rules which means abstaining from
violence. A suggestion was made by the British Prime Minister that there would
be bilateral discussions with Sinn Féin and other discussions which would last a
short period of time before it entered the talks. In practice, it would be useful
for any party coming into a process midstream to have bilateral briefings before

it enters the plenaries. There is nothing difficult or in the nature of a {

precondition about arrangements of that nature which are probably common
sense in any event and people would seek them.

The reality is that, since 10 June and long before, Sinn Féin and the IRA have
known exactly what they need to do to comply with the ground rules and for
Sinn Féin to enter the talks. They need to comply with paragraph eight, a

ceasefire, and paragraph nine, conduct consistent with a ceasefire. That is .

{
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to the sort of sophistry which is emerging from the republican movement at this
time on thjs matter.

An Ceann Combhairle: Can we proceed? Deputy Ray Burke is offering.

Mr. R. Burke: If it was al| as simple as the Taoiseach has just outlined for us,

why was there such a difference between the position of his Government and

the British Government in December in relation to John Hume's initiative?

oot

B
The Taoise
concerned. .

ach: | have explained the situation as far as the difference is

hony Day at 22/01/97 04.17.24 pm.
ony. D;y




This is the UNEDITED! version of the transcript (also known as the ‘Blacks').

Take Number, L
Next Take Number, M
DAIL EIREANN
02.40 p.m. :

22 January 1997
g CEISTEANNA - QUESTIONS. ~

The difference was that this Government took the view that it would be

sensible to set a date and say that as long as there was a ceasefire in the

would be rendered meaningless by the setting of a date. | do not believe that is
the case, the British Government was mistaken in the view. The overriding
reality is that if the IRA had called a ceasefire before Christmas Sinn Féin would

be in the talks by now. The Deputy knows that as does Sinn Féin and

everyone else. The IRA chose not to have an |IRA ceasefire,

9. Mr. B. Ahern asked the Taoiseach when he éxpects the ra

- X e m.gﬁ?
of Partnership 2000 to be completed. [1365[97]‘ "

The Taoiseach:_



