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Dear Second Secretary

Conversation with the Chief Constable

I had a brief conversation with 
the new Chief Constable, Ronnie Fl

anagan, at a reception at

Hillsborough Castle last night.

Flanagan is looking forward 
to his first appearance at the

 Anglo-Irish Conference in h
is new

capacity.

Since he took office a fortnight a
go, he has been concentrat

ing on internal managemen
t and

organisation matters in the RUC and has deliberately not cultivated a high media profile. In the New

Year, however, he plans to set out his policy objectives and ambit
ions for the job in a series of public

statements. He stands fi
rmly by the commitments to a neutral RUC which he gave in his recent

Sunday Times interview
 (though he was somewhat taken aback by the controversy to which

 his

remarks gave rise in the Unionist community).
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Flanagan reiterated his gloomy prognosis in relation to an early restoration of the IRA ceasefire.

He is personally convinced that the IRA are serious about wishing to end their campaign for

good. However, they are waiting to get the right terms from the British Government and

Flanagan is very doubtful that these will be forthcoming in the dying days of the present

Government, whose vulnerability to Unionist pressure is becoming daily more apparent. He is

acutely aware that a historic opportunity to end IRA violence once and for all could thereby go

by default.

If the current search for language acceptable to both the IRA and the British Government fails,

Flanagan expects that Sinn Féin will endeavour to drive a wedge publicly between both

Governments, revealing drafts which, they will assert, the Irish Government supported but which

the British Government did not, thereby squandering a unique opportunity.

He praised the resolute public stance of the Irish, British and US Governments in response to

Lisburn and other IRA activities in recent months. Coming so soon "after Drumcree and all

that", he was gratified that the Irish Government and the US Administration (particularly given

the latter's dependence on Irish-American votes) had not allowed their indignation over the

events of the summer to dilute in any way the robust expression of their opposition to IRA

terrorism. He also spoke warmly of cross-border security cooperation between the RUC and the

Garda Siochana and praised the recent arms finds.

Flanagan was phlegmatic about the personal threat to himself and senior colleagues revealed in

material discovered in a house which Bobby Storey, currently in RUC custody, frequented.

Joking about the likelihood of the IRA not knowing the home addresses of himself and his

colleagues, he said that the only element which concerned him about the apparent interception

of details relating to his phone bill was that contacts who regularly phoned him at home could

have been compromised (though, on balance, he thought this unlikely).
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Finally, I asked him about his long-awaited "fundamental review". Flanagan made clear that this

exercise will not be "moth-balled" and that he is determined to go ahead with a number of the

more structural reforms proposed in his plan. He indicated, however, that he is running into

opposition from the British Government on this.

Yours sincerely

San Somotme
David Donoghue
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