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Lord Alderdice explaine o

decommissioning issue b(ti: ::l:etr:ufgkmg behind the Alliance Party’s proposal that the
not to the Talks but to the two erard by an International Commission accountable
preparatory work - for €Xample 0ve.mm.ems' He suggested that there was much
possible regulations - to pe unde ! :Esessmg intelligence reports, and recommending on
The existence of such g Commj Sosen befo{e physical decommissioning actually started.
could be used by the UUP tq dlssmn - even if notall of its members had been appointed -
this could afford them cover foermonsn-ate that progress was being made on the issue, and
that a loose liaison arrangemes temry into su.bstantive political talks. He also suggested
would allow for some political i 2 Whethef Wlth a committee, the Plenary, or bilateltally,
B |1 ations. 1nput, which might vary according to parties’ individual

Lord Alderdice sai
th(:dsgtlgdx:i::l icrllit::;lthe UUP had responded positively to the Alliance proposal: that
R ical en Y 4 Y cautious, would be willing to entertain it if it led to genuine
- gagement by the UUP; and that the loyalist parties had no problems with it.
Alliance had no dealings with the DUP or the UKUP. both of which openly sought to
wreck the Talks. ) Y g

The Taoiseach, and other members of t
of the Alliance proposal. The
preparatory work could be do

he Government side, sought to tease out aspects
Minister for Justice expressed scepticism about how much

ne on the basis of intelligence reports: if we knew exactly
wher; arms were, we’d seize them. She and the Taoiseach both expressed the concern
that Smn Féin would see the establishment of a Commission at this stage as a turther pre-
condition or as a departure from the Mitchell report, which identified a necessary linkage
between political progress and decommissioning and emphasised that decommissioning
would occur only on the basis of a mutual commitment by both sets of paramilitaries.
This could jeopardise a restoration of the [RA. ceasefire, and thus destroy any prospect

of actual decommissioning. Sinn Féin, once in the Talks, could a little later conceivably
buy into the idea of a Commission.

The Minister for Justice was not sure whether the Commission would in fact bring the
situation very much further forward, in the absence of the political conditions required
for real progress on the issue. Lord Alderdice responded that at the moment nothing at
all had been agreed or was in place. He felt it most unlikely that the IRA would in fact
decommission during the Talks, and freely accepted that his approach might therefore
merely postpone difficulties. But the creation of a Commission might give some
breathing space for momentum to develop on the political side.

3



“
MLT.QLFQ“ Suggested thy, eh
publication of draft decopmpm: ad alreqq
we might be more :

he had been am

3 been di s

Successﬁllsxsxti(igmg IegiSlation ls;e:: imed by the UUP response to the
legislation to b az;d (hat anyone agmrniSSion? Al gO(')d rea;(')ln t'O:' €|i§V€ [:at
S € sufficieny Serioys| » While indicating that
and less trustworthy than, for the : ackno‘zll:deeCted the. draft decommissioning
between Alliance, {he Olyneayy. ged that Trimble was unpredictable

: U w. i
Justice and Mr (? UP and SDLp to builda: cli]: SpeA arrange a trilateral meeting

both re; gree of ini
mARe O e Teiterate confidence. The Minister for
after it had ber:‘.lrr\n ;S;:;R: \;]V(:iuld they in tfzixcctotr:: ;TS abQdm e LR o
1shed? €pared to sit down with Sinn Fein even

In response to M Teah
Mr leahon
> derdice ing: twi
the Talks and the Cq i Indicated that the liaison arrangement between
ht, like that between th

TY structureq o Very active € parties and Strand Three in
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p.lor‘ed with Lord Alderdice, he made no reference.
his idea, ¢

5 0 the Commission’ i i
of deco lSsioning_ 1ssion’s having a role in

While the question was
in his quite lengthy

Position of Sinn Féin
Lord Alderdice emphasised the danger, a5
(6}

such i Eve AT emment, he said, would work at every level to avoid
Ntuality, and he would so advise a] those working for the Goy ernment. at
every level.

The Taoiseach was not sure about the genuineness of Sinn Féin’s current exploration of

the pO‘SSlblllty of a new ceasefire, but argued that in any process people were iney itably
tentative. Lord Alderdice made clear that he regarded current speculation about a
ceasefire as a cynical exercise: the main purpose was, first to inject uncertainty into the
political system and to wreck the chances of the UUP and SDLP moving torward to
create a viable political process and, secondly, if a ceasefire were announced. to put
maximum pressure on the SDLP and its vote. At the same time Paisley would be
strengthened and Trimble weakened. The door should not be shut on Sinn Fein. but
progress in the Talks should not be delayed or new concessions made. In this
connection, he knew from recent contact with Maze prisoners that the loyalist ceasefire
was very unsettled because of fears of a Sinn Fein stranglehold. The Taoiseach telt that
this was the context of Gary McMichael’s radio interview that morning. He emphasised
that any contacts aimed at restoring the ceasefire were purely intended to bring about P




: portant than whether it became clear that they
actually meant what they said. The Taoiseach, emphasising the particular importance of
any IRA statement (as distinct from those by Sinn Féin), agreed that word and deeds
would have to be in conformity.

Ata couple of points, including at the end of the meeting in response to tpe Minister for
Justice, Lord Alderdice suggested that there might, in effect, be a choice to be made
between proceeding

Wwith the UUP and waiting for an IRA ceasefire.
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