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& As leader of Sinn Fein,
the political arm of the Trish Republican Avmy,
Gerey Adams is Novthern [celand’s most |
controversial politician, a Licro to some, a nnu‘dcrei?
to others. MAUREEN ORTH follows s :

Jangerous, charismatic high-wive act front Belfast

10 London to Washiugton as Adas tries to
turn [1?5‘;3_8(}9!@' from te;'t‘(jlf’»,tﬁ?p':l,:i_l_éé’;-.,-’ e

o o]

id youse ses the wee tun?”? Geny Adama tigquines gently
al o hittle “bogaers who live at the top el flach
Mauntain, @ curith aven above (e West Betfast ucighbor-
hoad where he grow v, Shyly they sk when the neal
march is, "Our granny lakes o~ (0 il the macghes” e
asks. “What is your Suumy’s o™ wad tecognizes it
instanily A key to the adncation of Adams i his han
erntary s how doese he heeps o his buse, haw - despit
the fict that e strides the wagld's stage - e ndver tar
pets (& high-five kil el os cightycu-old Eumon 0}
s dinty Fiua King Tshicl, o e send reginsds 10 ks grauny.
~Youty sinid that wa fung & sacrilice nakes it staue ot the
Nesst. B dun'd think its aecessanily teue® Adims tells we.
“1f yoe beconmie derachisd ione the base then Utk
youie in wronble. You always have W heur i nued what
Wi Iy about. s aboat peeple.” Adter all, Adans Rnows
thus these Kidy cither we patentinl vectuity W keep the
ploudy cuallict in Nothern lestnd going foe another
genentivm o v @ chanee 16 tive teyund sestaskin -
- ek iz peacs. 1hu Jfier obgesving Adwms ctascly lie
glfial. Dublin, wnd London. where e 13 by s 1y
N \
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viled as an apalogist for terrorism and
embm;d as the great green hope,
one begins ta grasp the Sisyphean na-
fuce af hig struggle and to see what a
consummate juggler he is.

As president of the Sinn Fein parry,
the poliucal am of the Irish Republi-
<o Army, Adams has assumed a (er-
rible respons bility: weaaing the insular,
ruthless, and unstoppable LR.A. away
fram more than two decades of violence.
Without alierating the Republican “hard
mgn," who see anything less than a
united Ireland without Britain as unuc
ceptable defeat, be must somchow help
eagneer 3 <atisfactory political seutle-
ment with the British government and
the recalcitrant majority population of
Protestant Unionists in Northern Ire-
land. With the help of “Insh America®
and direct White House intervention,
Adams was instrumental in delivering
the LR A crasedfire which lasted {rom
August 1994 to February 1996.

- e

her the cease-fire tragically

broke down. After 17 months

of what the LR.A. considered

British ntrangigence, it re-

sumed bambing, and since Feb-

ruary three bombs on British

targiets have killed three peo-

ple. Within 19 days of the

first of these bombings, the
British suddealy called for talks, once
again sendirg Uic messdge. Sinn Fein
said, that Licy respond only to vio-
lence. Meanwhile the British ssid Sinn
Fein would be excluded until the LRA
restored the czase-fire. Then [ast sum-
mer British secunty lorces fired more
than 5.000 plastic bullets at Catholics
during and afler 8 protest against a
Unionist march through 8 Catholic
acighborhood in Drumcree. In the af-
termath, 2 died and 240 were wound-
ed. The attack sent shock waves through
Natioaalist Ireland (read Catholics
and/or those who want 2 united coun-
try), reviving fcars that Cathalics living
in Northern Ireland could never trust
local authonties to protect them. Meszn-
while, the talks are sputtening on, chaired
in Belfast by former U.S. senator George
Mitcheil. But withoul Gerry Adams 8t
the uble, o- John Major and the var-
ious parties agreeing 4s to how avol.h-
er 1.R.A. ceasefire can be of:lzm.ed.
the chance of (heir success is stim.
Even if a nuw cease-fire were to come
obout, there is no guarantee that the
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Unianists would not waik out Anyone
who has seen the movie Michae/ Collins,
about the intelligence chief of the L.R.A.
who ncgouated the pastition of the six
countes of Northern Ireland in 192},
only to be assassinated at age 31, real-
izes how seductive and elusive the dream
of a united [reland can be.

Moreover, in the House of Commons
today, the conservative votes of its |2
unyielding Unionist members—virtual
degcandants of Protestant King William
of Orange, victorious over Catholic King
James II in 1690~hold the balance of
power for John Major's precarious
one-vote majonity and Wso keep 1t “hang-
ing by an orange thread.” To compli-
cale matters further, the Ubionists are
joined in their veto power by Tory
backbenchers wha believe that any
give regarding Northern Irelond may
lead to a domino effect that will make
the natives in Scotland and Wales equal-
ly restless. Both these groups view
Gerry Adams, if nat as the Devil's ad-
jutant, at least as his messenger boy.
Unionist leaders such as the Reverend
[an Paisley, who sees the Pope as the
Antichrist, have no intesest in sharing
power or moving Northern Ireland awey
from British rule. 'John Major has
said on a number of occasions that lic
will not be the British prime minister
who will preside over the breakup of
the United Kingdom,” says Adams.
“There’s 2 certain mind m the British
Tory party whi think they still have 20
empire, and we're it.”

Not only that: to the south many
prominent Nationalists in the 26 coun-
ties of the Republic of Ireland—-whose
economy is cucreatly enjoying record
growth as part of the European Union—
are less than enamored of recsiving
their bloodied northern brethren, par-
ticularly Gerry Adams, iato the fold.
“1 think he's a pariah among that class.”
says Sally Mimnagh, & Dublin book-
seller who stocks Adams's books. “But
there is & huge amount af respect for
Adams among working people.”

Only theee years 0go Adanis. who
is 48. was considered 3o subversive
that he was not even allowed to be
seen on lrish television: in Britain un-
il 1994, Adams could be seen on TV,
but his veice was dubbed by actors
Subject lo an “exclusion order." he
was not ullowed to travel to England
cven though he 1s a citizen of the
United Kingdom and wus an clected

member of Parliament for 10 years.
In 1994, under former prime minister
Albert Reynolds, the Irish changed their
rules on broadcasting, and seven months
after Adams had received a tumul-
(uous reception in New York in Feb-
ruary 1994, the British rescinded therr
restrictions. Still. the first ime Adams
appeared on one of Ireland’s most
popular TV shows, The Late Late
Show with Gay Byrne, two years ago,
Byme was told that his show would be
canceled if he shook Adams's hand. Last
September. however, Lhe line io Dublin

weiting for Adams to autograph his
autobiography, the No. 1 best.seller

Before the Dawn, stretched for blocks,

and be signed coptes for seven hours.

erhaps Adams's star power, fu-
cled by his dangerous rcputa-
tion, is the most subversive
thing about him. On Black
Mountain, however. Adams.
who 13 six feet oge with pen-
ctrating dark eycs and unde
niable charisma, scems lcss
the controversial pol-cum=
celebrity author and more the earnest
\structor whe has wntten five books
of nonfiction and two volumes of
sentimental stones about life here. He
points out various sights of Belfast to
me: the shipyards where the Tizanic
was built, the rusted-out factories where
few Catholics could ever obtain even
the most merual of jobs. “Catholics lived
under the penal code.” West Belfast
grew up where it did, Adams says,
“because Catholics were forbidden to
live withun the aty walls.”

High up on the hill cpposite us is
Stormont Castlz, the site of Pratestant-
dominated Northern [nsh government
from 1922 until 1972, when the con-
{lict between Catholics and Protestants
raged so far out of conuol that the
British came in and ook over govern-
ing their 'Statelet” themselves. Their ma-
jor achicvement, eccording 10 @ previous
government official, was to matntan
“an acceptable level of violence.” “Once
the British ook responsibility din;tly.
it was the worst of all possible siva-
tions, because they were military peo-
ple,” Adams says “And military people
come up with mulitary solutions.”

A local man strolls over and hands
Adams 3§ paic of binoculars to give
him a closcr view of the new British
barracks being constructed nearby. Cur-
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/stationed in Northern Ireland. “Laok.

199 :
6 1S:46 CON GEN [RL NY

éntly there are 17,000 British (roaps

Gerry, iU's all ground-level, and they're

planting grass. That means the bunkers

arc underneath.” | ask the man, “Have

(eir YOu been in prison?” “Aye" he says,
: glanang at Adams, who smiles ever
o Q slxghrly. [l is probably a superflu-
¥ ous que§uon around here. “These peo-
! ple don't worry ubout a lot of things
180, vou and I worry aisout.” Niall O'Dowd,
{:‘ publisher of the Irish Voice and Jrisn
'*bl" America Magazine. has told me. “Lile
{on 1s lived at a much different pitch.
| s Day-to-day decisions acc all about
eller putting your life m danger or not.”
7<ks, Below us, snaking through dilapidaled
ours West Belfast, are the oxymoromc ‘‘peace
' lines,” walls buit 10 keep Catholic Re-
, fu- publicans and Prctestant Loyalists from
uta- tearing at cach cther's throats. Along
TIive them arc the guerd towers of the
slack British special forces, whuch look like
ams, sots from World War [ mowes. Only ! ;
pen- they're real, and “the Troubles”—which “h"““"'t,:..,,_,.,.’;,,,,,,-mlw,,,,:_:‘u
.nde- began tn 1969, when Catholics. wno had U ._.:\m,:,,‘,,,m'm,w,,,,!_h_,‘u,;\. ooy
less been gerrymandered out of fair repre- funceab of ane QUIRCins killkd by ©
um=- centation and had organized civil-nghts the Uritish ey lu 199). :
mest marches basad on thase led by Martn e s Tk
ooks Luther King Jr., were gttacked by Jrotes o X
1 of tant —have gow gone on for 27 XV / l e = lk l
. He ycus.ga:iz:rc thar 3,000 Catholics and \V 1611 Y()l[ falk 0l
atw | Protestants have deen killed. and many y ; 3 q
' thousands more wouaded. : ol T l : l l.
e | o e, SWITCA Il Annn, and Saeldam
even we is an apastheid statehood.” saylsl i : ; -
i Adams. “You have Ireland, & sma [_l oo tl S oo =
\ifv:: jsland, partitione:d. You have the Bntish llbbe]]l., : lt’:ll lll( “l“ " lll
-ays, maintainiog :o:"ml o;cr thus pa.rz( of > < 59
he ialgnd. And in order lo Maintain R L0 e e S I:( A \l_ 3
S TR TER Sl - the same breath Gerry A\dAlTS.
18 1S J our pecale—the Unionists—a postuon
1ant- of privalege. ot perhaps 8 pesception of
neat pavilege. Because al m; warking-class
o F lavel, they got wh;wvcr jobs .Lh:r: werC,
ants {|  butin terms of living conditions they
the ‘ weren't much betrer olt than their
oy | Catholic neighbors.”
,‘:::; \ dams 1as spent @ ol of
four and a half years in jail,
doghe 1) has been hesaten sansciass and
Ta= 5 wnterropated for days 2t a nme.
=iy, and m 1934 was woundzd with
pe o four bullecs by @ wauld-os as-
pecl» § sassin. For more than 20 years
P - ke has not slept 11 he same
ands é place ia Bellast v~0 ?:g.h(s x:\
qve % acow For appoatments and 1osst "c:i""
lish you do not go o Um=you & i
10"' to him. His wifz, Colettc. o< as oo
e e e |
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Year-ald sen, Gearoid, 2 Gaelic hurler
bave had o greaade thrown into meir,
house. He shows me the patch of grass
on 2 narrow street in Ballymurphy, at
the north end of the Catholic Falls Raad,
Where his bayhood home, part of 2 hous.
g project, once stood.

In a little house here at Il Divis-
more Pa‘k Adz.ms ]IVCd with his par-
;nu and nige brathers and sisters unti)

¢ Came ta be seen by the British mil-
wary and -he local police—the Royal
Ulster Canstabulary (R.U.C.)=as 2 na-
tive menace. “We had a community
R i g

3 y were obviously tar-
geting those whom they wanted to
ke out of circulation, and ! was one
of those,” Adams says. Before that, af-
ter dropping out of St Mary's School,
he had worked as a bartender and led
demonstrations for better housing. “Ak
most the best part of the struggle was
'68 t0 '72ish, bocause then the urmed
struggle was very much the lesser part
of it. Mare people were involved.”

In August 1971, when he was 22,
the Bri'ish bepan rounding up sus-
pected LLR.A. members to be “in-
teroed,” meaniog held iodefinitely
without charge, tnal, or due process.
(Despite the fact that the Unionists
had begun the killing, only a handful
of Unionists were interned. The Britsh
were censured by both the European
Court of Humaa Rights and Amnesty

International for their brutal treatment
of Republican prisoners.) Adama's
father. “Biyy Gerry,” had been jailed
for I.R.A. activities from the time he
was 16 until he was 21, thaugh Adams
says hc wa: got particularly aware of
growing up with “a Republican acous-
nic." Nevertheless, the Adams family,
associated with Republican activism
on both sides for genersuons, was
singled out. Big Gerry was arrested
the pight before internment was in-
stituted oo August 9. 1971. That moen-
ing Gerry's mother fled with the
younger children. Thus began 25 years
of one or another of Gesry Adams’s
relatives—or himscl(—being imprisoned
by the British.

By Adams’s account, specisklorces
members threw camsters of tear gas
ia the windows of his family’s house.
repeatedly rammed the fagade with
an armored vchiclc, und cnded up
smashing the sinks and defocating on
(he (ueniturs. “My mother never came

(i1}
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back.” he says as we lean on the wire
fence enclosing the lot ang he points
out the space where hiy father, a fre-
queatly unemployed construction la-
borer, built 8 shed in the backyard.
Gestunng around the neighborhoad,
bhe says, "I can only describe this ag
2 killing zonc.”

Adams shows mc the cul-de-sac oot
far away where one day, while lying
on the floor of one of the houses to
hide from Bricsh soldiers, he proposed
(o his wife, Calette McArdle. another
neighborliood acuvist. “If we ger out
of this, I'm going to marry you,” he
whispared to her.

he hunger strikes declared by
Republican prisoners in Maze
Prison in 1980 and 1981 pro-
vided Adams’s most wrench-
ing and dramatic iavolvement
with life and death. Ten men
ranging f{rom 23 to 30 died
alter Pnme Mipister Margaret
Thatcher ordered British au-
thorities not t¢ yield to their demands
to be treated as political prisoners in-
steed of as common criminals. Some
Mother’s Son, the current film starring
Helen Mircen and Fionnula Flanagan.
tells the story of the huager-strikers and
their leader, Bobby Sands, who was
elected to Parliament not long before
he died of starvatian.

Adams, who got to know Sands in
jail, acted as go-between for the prs-
ouners, their families, and the British
authonities. Ironically, the idea of put-
ung Bobby Sands up as a candidate
ultimately galvanized Sinn Fein into
electoral politics—its unofficial motto
became “The armalite (rifle] and the
ballot box"—and began a process that
eventuaily got Adams himsell clected
1o Pactiamoent twice, though he would
not take his sest. I won't take an
oath of allegiance to an English queen.”
Previously the [.R.A. and Sinn Fein had
(ollowed an abstentionist policy. but the
worldwide tidal wave of sympathy for
Sands in the wake of his desth, Adams
writes 11 his autobiography, “had a
greuter nternational impucl than any
other event in [rclund in my lifetime.”

Despite such 3 catlyst lor transfor-
mation, the Unionists and Nationalisis
continued their strife. [n (984, Adams
was shot in the neck, shoulders, and chest
while riding in & car with four others
aler lcaving the Belfast courthouse. With-
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m minutes of the incident, British so
Qunty officers in an unmarked car which
had been following Adams apprehend-
cd two Loyalist paramilitary gunmen.
who were sentenced to 18 years in
prson for the crime. According to Big
Hoys’ Rules, by Mark Urban, former
defense correspondent for The /nde.
pendent in London, army mtelligence had
beea tipped afl about the murder plot
but had waited until Adams was shot
before intervening. The Rritish army in-
sisted (hat its presence in the area was
a "Tomplete coincidence.” Sinn Fein

spokesman Richard McAuley says his

people took Adams from the hospital

15 soon as they could. “We had to

keep an cye on the R.U.C. not to let

someone come in (o finish um off”

‘ ¢ are bom 0 separare

hospitals, we attend sep-
drate schools, we regis
ter at separate unemploy-
ment exchanges, and,
10 add insult w0 injury,
we are buried in sepa-
ate graveyards,” the Prot-
estant ex—paramulitary
leader David Ervine, head of the small
Progressive Unionist Party, tells me
in his hole-in-the-wall office on Shankill
Road, the main Loyalist thoaroughfare
in Belfust. Like many of his counter-
parts in Sinn Fein, he has spent several
years 1n jail—for possession of explo-
sives and arms—and he recently recesved
his 10th death threat. I really don't
do anything anymore that could be fa-
miligr. [ can't go watch my son play
football or go shopping with my wife."
He has never met Gerry Adasms, though
they passed each other once in a cor-
ndor in Washingloa.

“We iight for two grand dreams,”
Ervine explains. “I'm a British Na-
tionalist, and he's an [rish Nationalist.
The backdrop of all those dreams is
that everything else is lost. A pathetic
education system, bad infrastructure
within Loyalist aad Rcpublican work-
ing-class srcus, lack of employmeat,
destruction ol famuy life. They are all
on the back burner because of the ad-
herence to the grand ideals of dreams *
Yet, e says. “thc onc thing that won't
allow ug to have anything in common
is the tendency of both udes (0 have
a scnsc of domination.”

{ asked Adams if he thought that
living together (meant the conyuest

o PYA 13
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’comfnodauon.“ he said. “'n
Ol interested in (1o conquesl

a C2ArG SGITOM év A DFEW MO0
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( kn: 3de by ihe other, |
/u nk we cin come (0 nn ae

[ the Umionists. | don'l think
that what { would see us huv-
'ng happened 10 us should be
repeated upon the Unionists.
At cvery level 1t i3 wrong."

uring my lme in
Bellast, the: news brokc
that the British had
foiled a potentiaily
huge LR A. plot ia
London, discovering 10 tons Fraa tp; 1 1938
of explosives and killing 4 sus- plinto of Futher Alve
pect, 27wcar-old Diarmuid lecld zhing, tast

O'Neill, in a shootout While rites tg o Beitish solilice
arcesting five others. (It later turncd . W‘:ﬁ"“lﬁ"“’:"’\‘"
out that O'Neill. ~ho was shol § lo Scliaat; 3 muval
10 times—report: varied—was un- ceected by the appusing:
armed.) That moring. September 23, Vvyuthsty. Belav,
Adams, at 3 neighborhood meeting to b

el his oleputy

decry thc inadequacies of local hous- Mastin McGuinnuss

ing, told the media that he “regret.  SNETAUTIEN) YTET}
ted” the death. anc that crrcumstances  SERRISICUL I

such as these were the result of the By the britizh, 1957.
“dangerous vacuumn” the British had
created by not allowing the seace i B i ST
process with Sinn Fein (o g0 forvard. P
Once the reporters had their sound 11 . ; ]

bites, | was iastucted by Big Eu- A[l Sevell l‘es Adanls htls
mona, Adams's bre ther-in-law and driv- 3
er, not ta ndc to our next stop, at te

NI - COIE 10 the US., Chinton
o s o i v Gy perso;mlly has had to approve
a waiver allowimng him entry.

{ soon reatized that it was for my
own protection. Clarke was zhatling
sbout the liberation theology Adams
used to drill into them 1o prison 'When
3 car carrying therc meo with walkie-
talkies came ou! of nowhere and
pulled up alongside us. The thres mea
in my car suddenly began speasing
rapidly in Irish. '

“It’s O.K.. they're ours,” Clarke said
(inally. and the awiul tension was de
fused. Later, after we had entered
West Belfast, we saw a member ol
the R.U.C. get out of & gray jezo and
set up o roadblock Big Eamonn oullcd
over briefly, but the palicemas waved
nim on. “He already knew who we
were, plus we own West Belfast,” Big
Eainonn lold me alter we aonived at
Sinn Fein's caverrous headquaricss in
an old linen mull. '"They woulda™t 5top
gs (o mess about in (ront of & jour-
nalist. At umes /Conninued on >azse '3




uch 3 move would hurt Fax as much us
T'lm; Wamner. Carey says, “They have 0

Dreszler, “They're going to all-our war.”
For years now New Establishment
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chieftsing have gathered at conclyves
fram Sun Valley to Washingtan (0 spin
rosy scenarios of a cooperative future,
where the Microsolty ind ABCs gnd
Ball Atlantics ang TCle will work in tan
dem 0 hyild an information superhigh-
way that will bring trye global comm-
nIcation o every American home. Now,
more often than not, they appear o be
at one znother’s throats, these robber
barons whose vast corporslions seem

212 371
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more and more (0 be reflections of their
C.E.O.’s cgos. “We're into a war of egos
among superpowerful men, as opposed
o what's in (he best interests of share.
holders,” says a farmer Hellywood stu-
dio chicl. “These big companics have to
cooperyie with each other or relation.
ships will come undone and they'll be
undane forever. ... All-out war is Just
that. There are only Pyrrhic victories.
All sides get hurt.” O

Adams

(Continued from page 67) they would've
asked Gerry 10 get our. [1's a childish
game they play, & form of harassment.
Yeah, we would have been under surveil.
lance since leaving the BBC.”

Why are the Brinish xill aftar Adam,
and why have they pussued him 3o
doggedly wince the 70¢? Why did he
3pend 30 long in jail evig though he has
never been convicted of any ctimo—ex-
ept 3 attempred prison eseapa—includ-
ing being 2 member of the IR A And
why was Adams suddernly yanked out of
jail in 1972 to participate in bastdy called
highdevel peace wiks with the British,
only to be re-arrested and beaten up &
short time later?

According w the British, there i only
one answer. They believs that Adams was
part of the leadership of the LRA., and
that when he joiacd it, at 16, the differ
cnee between Sinn Fein and the LR A,
wys nonexistent. “You don’t become the
president of Sina Fein for standing in the
dark.” says Belfast reporter Eamonn Mal
lie, who has co-wnuen a book on the
Provisional I.R.A. In Uie book, he states
flatly that by the time Adams was 23 he
was the Belfast Brigace second-in-com-
mand of the Provisinal LRA. (The
younger, more sinister “‘Provos” split
{rom the southern-based “Official™ L.R.A,
0 1970.) Other books confum Adams's
high status in the terrorist organization.
Adams has consistently denied this, and
his denial absolutely inluriates the Brigish.
“He’s extromely clever and extremely de-
viouz,” says Conservative M.P. Michael
Mates, the (ormies minister respansuble
for security in 1992-93. “Hc locks you
straight in the fece and gives you bare-
faced lies. Of course, that's what ter-
rorists do.”

The British, who invest heavily in
“psych ops"—psycholcgical warfare, re-
dia manipulation, and disinformation—in
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Northern Ircland, and have been at-
empting to track Adams's every mave
for 3 quurter of a century. have never of-
fered conclusive proof that he @ a terror-
L. In our Grt interview, he catcgorically
denies any association with the 1.R.A.

Thus begins 3 Kabuki scemario that
mdwonide:ofAdzmis(arwdrow-
ticipate i, knowing thax the truth is some-
where decp behind the fan that conceals
m. “I've ncver ssen myself as an apolo-
gist for violence or even for the LRA. The
LRA. have their own spokespersons, and
they make their own case” says Adams,
“At all times [ have made it dear that I
have not been involved with the LR A"

(lEvmiI

“Ever. I've dlso made it clear that [
won't distance myself from the LLR.A.,
both beeguse [ think it would be wrong
4nd, second, it would mean my influence
n the situstion woud be dimjnished.”

In the foreword to his autodiography,
Adams explains that he is concealing
certain situstions in order to protect in-
dividuals, but he frequently leaves tiie
reader hanging with regard to what ex-
actly ke was doing in those situations. At
one point he writes that killing is wrong,
but somctimes “there was no choice.”
That is part of @ (ictional episode he
switches into o describs the feelings a
young man has as he fires an a British
soldier. "This is & wee story about the
smiper, which I had actually cnteced
anonymously for a writers' compstition
yeara 8go,” says Adams glibly. “I could
have written the same story about a
Britsh officer.”

Adams i3 not easy to pin down. When
I ask why he was takea out of prison to
negotiate with British authonties, he an-
swers, “Becauss the Republicans asked. |
think it may have besa 3 convenience for
the British. They would have taken whom-
ever out of Jail they were asked 10.”

“They must have thought you were
terribly important, or the Republicans
thought you were important.”

“Yeah. Whether they thought [ was

important or not, they obviously thought
| could make & contribution.”

“Why?®

“Well, you'd have to ask them.”

“Why did the Republicans think you
could make g contnbution? They must
have considercd you a leader. [t was an
armed rebellion.”

"It was 3 multifaceted rebellion, gnd
what you were talking about was bring-
ing people together to talk about peace.”

“Do you deny you were en LR A. bat-
talion commander?”

“Yes, I do."

“You ncver pulled the trigger or
planted a bomb?"

-:N°'|l

“You never checked out the route far
4 killing?"

“No. My position—end we could talk
about it forever—is that | have not been
involved with the LRA."

In Phoenix: Policing the Shadows, the
story of Ian Phoenix. the head of the
Northern [rzland police countersurveil
lanee unig, which was recently published in
Britain, the authors, Jack Holland and Su.
san Phoenix, the dstective’s widow, claim
Gat by 1993 sophisticated survaillagce
“quipment wed by the palice and Britain's
domastic-atelligencs branch, M.IS, “had
bullt up 8 detailed picowre of the republi-
Q@n movement's sTuctwe~inancial, politi-
&l and military. It showed considerable
overlap between the leadership of Sinn
Fein and the Provisional IRA." Gerry
Adams, onetime “Northern Command’
Number 2,” sccording to the book, was
one of faur peopie on the LR A.'s govern-
ng Army Counal of seven who also “held
high pasitions in the palitical party.”

[t waa only in Octaber 1995, says Hok
land, that Adams left the Army Couacul.
Michael Mates. the (ormer secunity min-
istec, told mo that Adams left for “tacti-
cal reagons.” “It's rubbish," Sian Fein
spokesman Richard McAuley scoffed.
"Gerry would need 48 hours every day
lo do all these things people claim he’s
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ontacled Hol - {
West land, 1 native of

Belfast who writes for the /rish
Echo in Ng\w York, (0 18k if he had scen
harg copies of transcripts of sueveilled
C9“;muium kept by fan Phaenix, who
died in 3 helicopter cragh in 1994, * aw
concrete evidence that Adams was in-
volved in meetings vith high-
members of the 1R A. a3 lote a5
ber (993" He added,
dates. and placss.”

Accarding o Holland, the data have
!:ecn deliberately suppressed by the Brit-
1ah. “Because of Adams's politicul valye
and his influence over the LR.A, they
realized he might be the guy who could
deliver a ceaseire, and why jeopardize
it by proving he's in the .R.A7" M.
Auley counters that Folland should pro-
duce the physical cvidence. Otherwisc,
Phocnix’s claims should be trested as
"pure propagauda.”

tanking
Novem.
“l've seen names,

Ironically, Adams’s most polent weapon
has always been words. [n his autobiog-
mphy he recounts hat when he was
stopped by Bnush soldiers, who could
have arrested him, he aways macaged (o
talk his way out of it. Adams’s main tech-
nique to keep from breaking under inter-
rogation was to lie away his very exis
ence, to refuse “to admit that [ was Ges-
ry Adams." In Long Kesh Prison, where
Adams debated and instructed endlessly,
he was considered “ultradeftist™ (Oane of
the people he thaaked in his prisan book,
Cage Eleven, was Ho Chi Minh.)

For most Unicaisis. Adams’s gift wih
angusge make him desply suspect “The
Protesant view of the Catholic Inish steceo-
type is that he is & mendacious (ellow
handy with worde, aad if you gel tito an
argument with him. you can only losc with
words," a former official of the Northern
[reland government wid me. “Uniomsts
find 1t easier to respand to foree.”

Adams acknowledged that his power
derives (rom his “ability to bring Republi.
cans to the negotiating table and keep
them there.” To be effective, however, he
must bang them a in. “What would be
the point if he brought balf into the cease-
{irc and half continued to wage war?”
asks Eamonn Mallie. “He can’t candemn.
This is like asking Nelson Mandela o
condemn the African Natonal Congress
during the scruggle for independence. The
only power revolutionary leaders have is
10 stay with the foct soldiers.”

“Adems has pnvately eaid that they'd
kill i i he distanced himsell publicly
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from  (hemethe hird men 4 former
high-ranking British official (old me, The
Uritish, of course, have negotwied secret-
ly wih Adams for years. even though
Jaha Major got up on the flgor of Pyr.
ligment and suidh it would “yen Ny stom-
wh™ 10 tulk to Gerry Adumy,

“If the politics of condemnation could
Tuve revolved this prablem, it would have
hecn resalved 30 yeurs age,” suys Ad-
ams. “! would discmpower mysell if |
slipped inta that type of nonsense where
moral denunciation beeomes a code far
politicui advancement.”

{ te!l him that when innocent civiliang
are hlown up and ail he says is that he
“regrets (he mistake,” people don'l feel
his language is sirang enough. “I have
never gliempted to candone or justify or
explain any gction in which civilians have
becn either injured or killed.” he re.
sponds. “Sccond, even in terms oF this
mterview, | no longer see it as my rolc to
answer questions like this. ( wouldn't an-
swer questions like this with local jour-
nalists.” He is cleacly annoyed. “We have
moved beyond all that. Sinn Fein has a
ceedibility because people know we're
taking risks for peace.”

By the next day Adams, who is ex-
tremely courteous, is more relaxed. !
bring up an ilem in a British paper.
Adans used 1o write 2 columa for a Re-
publican newspaper under the pseudo-
aym Brownie, and the Loadon Sunday
Times has printcd an excerpt: “Rightly or
wrongly [ am en IRA velunteer. The
coursc [ ke involves the use of physical
force. . . . Maybe [ wan't fight again .
but [ will move aside for the fighter.”

“Are Lhose your words?™ [ ack him.

“We've been theough a sort of trying
moment-—-back to qur discussions yesterday
about all these questions,” Adams reptics.
“All [ cua tell you is that if [ had written
thag, it would be worth at least 10 years in
jail. So { wouwdn't like you o0 wnie any-
thing that’s going © put re in jail.”

"“A noadenial denial?”

“That's & judgment you have o make,
you know "

he hatred of Gerry Adams in Engiand

is palpable. Londoners (old me that al-
lowing Adams (0 comc (0 Amcrica was
anamount o having the English invits
the Oklahoma City bomber for 3 vusit. Me
symbolizes [.R.A. atracity—the killing of
121 peaple, including Lord Mountbatten,
in England since 1969; the car bomb out-
nde Harrods in 1983, which killed S; the
atempled  amassination of Margarst
Thatcher in Boghton in 1984, killing $;
the cxplosion in London’s financial district

212 371 6363 . gg
in 1992, wiuwch caused morc than §1 bk
lion in dumages and killed X

“We English are very badly equipped
ta deal with the (rsh, becuse we're not
pocis. The Irish arc all pgets.” Sie E4-
ward du Cann. former chairman of (he
Conservative Prty. 0ld me. “The English
find (hem impossible W undersand—why
they fight exsch other. why they're so dog-
mati¢, why they speak wih such a totul
lack of logiv, wholly ignoring the paint of
view of the Unionists. . . There's no rc.
nlity in [reland. It's a land ol (giries. of
pixies and [eprcchauns.™

“'m really cheesed ofT | have (o go do
this book lour in London.” Gerry Adame
said. Without telling him. his London
publisher had abuined 4 room in Parlia
ment for Adams (o launch his autobiogra.
phy. As a former M.P.. he was entitled,
but with the headlines screaming about
L.R.A. terrorism and Diarmuid O’Neill's
being killed, Adams was reluctant o go.
For iwo days the London papers raged
bout his amval. Labour leader Tony Blair
threatened (0 oust M.P.’s Jeremy Corbyn
and Tony Benn, who had invited Adams.
(rom the party.

Adams decided not to (orce the issue.
Instead, he held a press conference at the
London lrish Centre in ncyrby Camden,
cneering like 3 rock star. with an en-
tourage wearing greem nbbons far the
LR.A. “prisoners of war." Adams is ultre-
cool under fire: questions about huis book
profits’ being blood money didn't scem to
faze him. Ever while answering ques
1ons, he often doesn't answer them.

On BBC radie, interviewers opened up
on Adams with both barrels. For example:
“You're asking us 10 belicve they. your
(nends and colleagues. were going out
there, joining the [.R.A., killing people.
dbut you—even though you felt as stirongly
as they about the wnjustice of it all. 1a your
terms—decided not (0 jain them. Really?™

On a calkin show. Adams’s ficst op-
portunity o talk with ardinary Britons.
one man snapped. “When you (alk of
Hitler. 1di Amin, and Saddam Hussein.
then mention in the same breath Geery
Adsms, (or he is an evil man and & dis
gusting coward.” Unionist M.P. Kzn Ma.
gnnis {ollowed Adams on the show and
said that Adams “personifies all that is
evil in the terrorist campaign that we've
had for over 25 years."

Outwardly, there waa little to indicate
that any of this was getting to Adams,
but it was. 1n a van leaving the morning
press conference, Adams said to his
aides. “Do ye not know that [ also nced
tume uot to be talking ta anyone for a
while, just to be by myself. alone?" Later,

NANITY MIR/ JANUARY 997

8 A

wW'.v o



2

-

e, «_=ni ¢

SRty I

l'l.c
VALST to 0o befare an
éd:pllintivuy to hi Otﬁel’_ bnﬂ‘ﬁe- s
Mc.Aulcy. “Richard, | need a2 hug,”
On the night after .

7 1995, 1 was presem
'ng Room at

Patrick's Day
in the State Din.
; the White House (s wilnegs
ohn Hume, the leader of ihe Social Dem-
zr;uc ghd : P"‘Y-' the Martin

er King Jr. of Irish Nationalists, aing
3 duet of the Derery song “The Town |
Lave S0 Well* with his palitical archerival
and peace parmer. Gemy Adams, Ire
land’s B'a* Panther. Ahhoum no one
knew it then, that spontaneous moment
between the two pivotal figures of contem.
porary Insh nationaliim was the highlight
of the Northern Lreland peace process,

It was the result of g dislogue begun
by the two nearly a decads enrlier. And
it was (ueled by the (rust between former
Irish prime minister Albert Reynalds aud
John Major, which allowed them to issuc
the Downmg Street Declaration of De
cember 1993, stating that Britain had no
selfish swawegic or economic interest in
[reland, and that Irish unity would not
be imposed without the comsent of the
governed. Major alvo said that Britain
would begin all-party pcace tzlks within
three months of a ceisation of violenec.

Hume and Adams’s attempt at harmo-
ny was brought about by & remarkable
Redemptorist priecst, Father Alec Reid, of
West Beifast’'s . Clonsed Monastery, wha
had grown close to Adams, a practicing
Catholic, and understood his increasing
desire to break out af the poiitical isola-
tionisam in which he (ound himself. “He is
the real catalyst, the facilitstor,” Adams
told me. “I would now consider lim to
be a dear friend. . .. | think he has ro
deemed the Catholi: Church in [refand
on this whole issue of conflict resolution.

There isn't &n Archtrshop Tutu here.”

Reid has been described as a “Chnis-
tian electrician” for trying (o wire togeth-
er Republicans and the Imsh government.

The image of him weeping over the body

of a British soldier set upon by 2

Catholic mob and executed by the LR.A

in 1988 has become i icon of “the Tr;u-

* That same yeir, according lo Eg-

:i:st;n Ela.llic and gm’d MecKittrick’s ab-

sarbing book, The [fight for Peace: The

Secret Story Behind the Irish Peace

Process, afler securing permission from

the Catholic primate of all lre!Md\ Cacdi-

nal Tomas O Finich. Reid seceetly
arranged for delegations (rom Hume and
from Adams o mesl at thchf'_wmry-

" them ta state theie
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'rnsons were that the British were in [re
s, o o et
1€ and grrategic interegig—
and‘p‘rev:nting the (rish peaple (rom reo
OgnIzIng theic right (o scif-determinytion.
My response to that way that wag (rue in
the past but not today. ... We are all o
ggthcr n the new Europe. Sccondly, the
lrish people have the right of scif-deter.
minauon, but the Irish people are divided
on whether the right 1s (o be exergised.”

Hume, who is 59 and has represented
Foyle, which includes Londonderry, in Par
linment since 1983, has put himself under
great swain and witheding criticism for
consorting with Adams, especally when
they wwsued a series of joinc s@iemenc, the
Hume-Adams documents, in 1993 “It was
4 vory difficult period,” Hume wid me.
“When it became public, the attacks were
relentloss and regulsr.” Ho persevered, he
wid, “because if as a political legder [
could save & angle life by dialogue, thea it
wus my duly © do s0.”

In Hume's book. 4 Mew [refand, he
1ays (hat 5S percent of the people “who
died in the Troubics in the North were in-
nocent civilians—pecple Lilled ‘by mis-
take’ or in tit-for<ar revenge killings by
Loyalist paramilianes.” Also, “of 279 Na-
Lonuhisl puramilitarics who [ost their lives,
U117 were killed by the security forces, 20
by Loyalists and 142 by themselves. either
in accidents’ (ususlly with explosives] or
(punishment) executions.'” These num-
bers alone hed to indicate to Sinn Fein
that it was clinging o a failing strategy.

“I do give John Hume great credit for
tie part he played in the process.” says
Adamy. “He knows that you cannot mar-
ginalize people.”

ut the pcascs process mught never

have moved (orward at al) if it had
not been for o series of diplomatic steps
undertaken by & group of Irish Ameri-
cans who were able to win aver President
Clinton, who then weat agsinst the State
Department and, for a time, severely
suained our relations with Brtain. All be-
cause of Gorry Adams.

In the White House that night were
gathared the cast of characters who had
stuck their necks out for Adams: National
Security Adviser Tony Lake and his
deputy Nancy Soderberg, Senators Ted
Kennedy and Chns Dedd: billionaire
Charles “Chuck™ Fecney, Robert Miller's
esccanged parwner in the ducryfree-shop-
ping empire: Bill Fiynn. C.E.O. of Mutual
of Amcnaa Life lasurance; publisher
Niall O’'Dowd: former Connecticut con-
gressman Bruce Morrison. e Clinton dlass-
mate ¥t Yalc and a Lutheran: and ambas-
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sador 10 lreland Jean Kennedy Smiwm,

It was the sixth menth of 3 foca) cessa-
bion of violeace by the IR A, ang their
counterparts. the Loyalist parsmilitaries,
who were represented (hag nght by Gary
McMichael of the Ulster Democratic Py
ty. The noog was hopeful. Albert Reyn.
olds had put Nortern [reland at the wp of
his 3gends and had, in cfTect, lod Adams iq
from the cold. Hume. who was 8 favorite
of the Kennedys' and had wide conmcts in
Uie States, hud gone (0 Reynolds shortly
after the latter’s claction in 1992, “He be
lieved ihat there was 8 window of opporu-
nity to be exploiled, 3nd he couldn' take
it any farther if the (wo governments
weren’t prepared Lo tzke up (he inilia-
tive and run with (. Reynolds toid me.
“Hurae brought me in and said, ‘You bring
in Major." and [ also brought in Cliaton. |
told them that it was my view that (Gerry
Adams’s| morals had changed and he was
traveling 3 very difTerent road *

In (act, Adams was working both sides
of the sweer On one nde were the
Insh government, the Batsh goverament,
and the sceret dialogues be was carrying
on to attempt a breakthrough in the stale
mate. Oa the other were the Republicins,
whose celiance on wvicleace. Sina Fein
spokeaman Richard McAuwey :old me,
was so strong that it “was 1«e 8 comfort
blanket, something they'te wsed w0 that
leads to people getting :iled You've
g0l (0 Mmove away !0 anoker :.Piation
they (=el cqually comiorade wva, and
Garey did thal with the Repubiscans
Gerry took us through & peaiel bamer
of having to 3sse1c Who oo erv. what we
are. where we want 1o g sad Neow are
we going (0 go there.”

In 1986, Adams lod te Sas Fem coo
venton (o abandon abstasseman =d o
ter into electoral pointes = we astenal
level. Encouraged by Feuwe Rad Ae atso
began to meet in secrct ‘s ©-Q ¢ emall
group of Protestants at e Senard Meo-
astery. “"We asked hum A ¢ pow edbag
10 JO more than jux ad s mas.ag
peace and pursuc the pesse premsms™ ”
says Presbytenan minamer Lee “eueil
“In pnvate he has boen very ewam of Ve
armed suuggle. [ know ‘em euag e
said in pnvete that he regrew every Brnugh
soldier brought back 1n o «edfim °

Forhisleadenhp‘ Adnmn o oo B>
ing rewarded at he Wums HeEn par-

ty. It 15 not (08t OR the preedrm. o comrw
that 1n the (ast census | emlem Amer-
icans described themseves ® ' ~hAmers
csn, or that in the last Fedvraegamns tet
of the 400 wealihicst Arnaneans oag ot
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Cu:“m'n?ﬂh::n irish asme. The day bdefore,
e _met Adains (or the first Lime
R raditional Sg Patrick’s Day Spcak-
nch on Capitol Mill, begun by th
e Tip O™Neill and conc{n ed b e
Gingrich. /rish Ti ad by blept
! imes corcrespondent Con-
or Q'Clery roports in hit excellent and
cngrossing upcoming book, Daring Diplo-
T
7 cy: Clinwn's Secre: Search for Pevce in
relond, that Adams was still considered so
radioactive that their handshake was not
allowed to be photographed. For added
protecui)n, as Clinton shook Adums's
hand, his other arm was draped around
the apostic Of nanviolence, John Hume.
:‘:: ;k m‘;ﬂfci"m w0astcd, “Those
; or peace are weloome in
this house.™

But across town in the British Embassy
and at No. |0 Downung Street in London,
the _Bn'u'.sh were 50 outraged at Adams's
having been allowed into this country that
they became in no sroall part respousibie
for tuming him from an outcast into 3 co
lebeity. As Adams says, “If the Britsh had
never opposed me getting 3 visa to the
States, who ever weuld have naticed me
going W the States?”

The visa was the centerpiece of 8 pack-
age deal. Hume wd Reynolds that the
hard men neceded (o be coavinced by
concrele actions oa a governmental levol
that laying down their arms would result
m fundamental changes. Before they gave
up violeoce, they wanted proof. “That
was basically demonsurated to Sinm Foin
and the whole Republican movement by
liting the ban on interviews, {amending)
the Broadcasting AL says Albert Reyn-
olds. “That was 3 g slep forward. The
next big battle was the vie”

Now it was the sumericans’ turn 1o ke
center stage. At thr: hotly contested New
York Democratic prunary in 1992, a group
of “concerned Inish Americans” hed cx-
tracted from candidate Clinton the promise
that, if elected, he would grant 2 visitoc’s
visz to Adams. After Clinton’s clection, 2
coalition of politically active [rish in Amer
i believed that Cicy now had sullicient
dout to build their version of the Jewah
lobby which 50 cffectively Gghus (or Ui o
tarests of lsrasl (Il appears (o be happed-
ing. New York Siate just passed & lew
mandating that Irciand's powto famne be
taught in public schools alongide slavery,

ide. and the Holocaust) “1 was
chocked o find our how many C.LO. 3 urc
o 1rish heriuge” @ys Bil Fiyna. “in bot
traditions. Catholic and Presbytecan.” [t
also helped that Clinton had acver forgot-
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t:]“o :°“’ Muyjor's Conservative Party sent
peratives o work (or Georpe Bush i
the 1992 election. = p 2

he State Department 3nd the Justice

Deparuncnt had seven umes in Lhe
_pr-ul denied Gerry Adams's request o vis
it the U:S.‘ basically ta raise moncy for
the Ngtionalist cause. In (988, flormer
deputy scurctacy of sale John Whilchead
sid in an aflidavit that he had consid-
ercd Adams a (errorist since 1983, Then,
shortly afler Clinton's election, Niall
O'Dowd went o Dublin to try to make
contact with Sinn Fein and sce if the
L.R.A. would call o temporary ceasefirc
50 that he could bring 8 deicgation of
Americans over to talk. On his next top
he met with Gerry Adams. “My main ob-
jective was o get in high enough (o the
1.R.A. so [ could put a serious proposal in
about how to reach out (o America,” says
O’Dowd. “Tbs Swte Department and the
British never even saw us coming.”

O'Dowd preached the “box theory™ 0
a Sion Fein representative: “They had
(0 come forward. All the plsyers wece
locked ato this hitle box. Each move has
4 countcrmave, and nothing cver ges
doae. So you pitch in an outside force—
the U.S.—-whose dynamic changes it for-
ever. That's what happened.” Finally, in
September 1993, O'Dowd, Flyna, Feency,
and Morrison went (o Ireland for talks
with a variety of psople. including Albert
Reynolds, who was trying to put the
Downing Street Declaration together, and
the L.R.A. granted them an unprecedeat-
ed ssven-day ceaseice. The Americans
now looked at Adams with fresh cyes.
Feeney (old me, “Right from the first
ume we met, | felt a cermin chansma u
this man." Flynn adds, “He's & man of
honor. He means every word he says."

The Americans kept the National Secu-
ncy Council advisers ar the White House
informed of their every move. All through
1993 and 1994, Reynolds was baing
moved past heads of far larger countacs
and “geuting los of time with the presi-
dent.”” Bruce Morrison told me. “To the
untrained eye, nothing much was hap-
peniag. But there was o conscious at-
termpt o raise s suture.”

O'Dowd’s contact jaside the White
House was N.S.C. swall director Nancy
Soderberg, but she did not wlk to him di-
; she wasn’t even sympathetic (0
him, because he bad writien articles critic
cal of her former boss Ted Kenncdy and
his stance on Northern Ireland. Kennedy
was totlly to those Who used vic-
lence. Moreover, Soderberg nceded dend
bility if anything went wrong. Their de-
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vice was 10 talk through Trina Vargo,
who warks on (oreign-policy twuos for
Scralor Kennedy. Meanwhilc. Jolin Hume
was also llking lo Soderberg and dis-
cussing Adams with (he new American
ambasssdor (o lreland. Jean Kennedy
Smith, gs was Alhert Reynolds. Reynolds
wid me, “! giso culled Jahn Major and
told him siraight up what | was doing.
He told me he would be opposed.”
Conor O'Clery writes that Jean Kcnnedy
Smith’s firse reaction to changing U.S.
policy was alsa negative. She reportedly
<aid, "These are the kind o people who
willed my brothers.” By December 1993,
however, when Ted Kenncdy went to lro-
laad for & visit, shc was convinced, and at
a privale dinner at Reynolds’s apartment
sne helped convince the senalor.

A( Tip O'Neill’s funeral in Cambridge.
Massachusetts, in January 1994, Ted
Kennedy asked John Hume i he wantcd
Adans to have 3 visa. Humc said yes.
That did it. The Irish then had Kennedy's
enormously influentual support. “John has
been the rudder for us on [rish-American
issue,” Senator Chris Dodd. who lso be-
came an Adams supporter. explained 10
me. All of this was kepl secret. “Teddy
was the rainmaker,” says Niall QO'Dowd.
~He gave Clinton the space to sct” Qlin-
ton was indebiod 0 Kennedy. “The 180-
degree  wrm really sars with the
Kennedys—a powerful scnator having
been extremely helpful to a first-term pres-
ident,” a White House suffer told me.

Meanwhile, the privale-sector wheeler-
dealers were geuting impatient with the
pace of diplomacy. To focce the issue, Bill
Flyan came up with the 1dea of inviting
Adams (0 a onc-day peace conference i
New York set for February | 1994, and
sponsored by Flynn's prvately backed
group, the Natiooal Commijttes on Ames-
ican Foreign Policy. Momsan says, =1L
was, give the White Housc a proposal
they couldn't ¢sy o to."

The wisa issue now started to become
public. Jean Kennedy Smith went agamst
the wishes of (wo of hex top deputies and
recommended that Adams be granted a
visa. The way she hsndled their opposic
lion later caused her w be reprimanded
by Secretary of State Warren Chnstopher.
Ted Kennedy got Senators Danicl Potnck
Moyuihan, fohn Kerry. and Dodd to sign
2 letter to the president 1o Adams's be-
half. Then The New York Times weighed
in with 2 (avorable editonal, and influen-
tia) members of Irish Aumerica started 3
looby1ag slTort.

The State Department and the Batsh
Embussy were appailcd. They usually aw
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fiest aplied for 4 vien, we saug o

House he shouldn't be

: until the IR A, teclared 4 eca:r\l':o:
5 :Bt he had clles on diem 10, waid S;ir
O™Mn Renwick, who was the British amn.

1o Washimxton at the time. The

and l!\t Speaker of the Houss, Tom Foley,
2 major Anglophile. Sohn Major's (oreign
secretary, Douglas Hyrg, visited the Whie
Holl_uc l0 voice srong disapproval,

“inally, in the tatter part of Januar
1994, the White Hause ried (o get Ady-

ams to.cenounce violence unilaterally by
dnswening some questions posed to him
by a U.S. consul. But he couldn't do it (o
the White House's ar the Swate Depart-
ment’s sauisfaction. In the end, after more
Cmantc jockeying, and with only 8 few
bours 1o spare beiare his flight was 10
take pﬂ' for Kennedy airport, Adams got
t{;e_ Visa anyway. [t was the president's do-
Qsion, and a towl ramble.

CThe White House was hooked in
once i gave the visa to Adams,”
Conor O'Clery wld me. “It is the first
time the U.S. cver went against Briin.”
President Clinton personally had to ap-
prove the waiver on Adams’s ban. In
(acl each of the seven times Adams has
come ta the U.S. rince 1994, Qlinton per-
sonally has had u approve a waiver ak
lowing him eatry. since he iz officially
still an excluded terrorist. The favor is
not lost on Adams. “Any coaflict-resoly-
tion process in the absance of the two
sides all of 3 sudcen having & Damascus
Road conversion raquires an intarnation-
d dimension,” Adams told me. “Presi
dent Clinton has radicalized entirely the
prospect far peacs.”

The Briush reaction st home and
abroad was $0 stroog that it guamantesg
sanuration coversje. Whea Adams arived
at Kenpedy arport, “it wes an absolute
mab icene,” says Republican congressman
Peter King of New York, a longtime
friend of Adams's. Adams registercd a9
Shlome Brezhnev at tie Waldosf and be-
gan a whirl of appearances, mning & a
gucst oa Larry King Live. “It was just &
huge helter-skelter,” says Adams. “Poople
here think ['ve scen the States. [ haven't.
['ve scen escalatocs, elevators, TV studios.”

The British were icy in their revulsion
On CNN, Robin Reawick sad, “When [
listen to Gerry Adams, | think, as we all
do, it’s retiniscent of Dr. Goebbels. It's a0
extraordinary propagands line. The ling l:
‘[ want peace. but only aficr we'vs won!
The British press went after Clinton,
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Qlling him “Suilty of shamefaceq decait"

{n March, 3 knes of dug mortars
were <hat (rom an [ RA° ‘car onto 3
Unway at Heathrow Airpart, cawing

Scnuw{ Moynihan o wnd Ted Kennedy
& anedine |ogter: “Have we been had?™
Moaths later, wheg Moyniban saw how
chlxinnan of tc House
Rclstions Committee, had

Ben Gilman, the
Internationg|

{or Hamas?" Meaawhile. Bill Fiyan had
8one ta Belfast at Adams's invitatiog.
Adams had once said. “The LR.A. will
only be beaten when (he wes women (of
West Belfast] throw the guas out onto the
sreet.” Now he needed a litile US.style
salesmanship. “We went over 10 hit peo-
ple, © convince them. o see them in
groups of 15 to 100. We drove in ar-
mared ¢asy. | never knew with whom [
was dealing,” says Flynn. “Gerry Adams
was always with me. | would give the
message why in this day and age rerrar-
Sm 8 counterproductive.” Flyna also
opened up cxtensive contacts with the
Loyslist parsmlitaries aud paid for them
1o travel o the United States; they to0
were cventuelly welcomed at the White
House. “We want 0 sell them on the
spisit of America. Northern Irish people
don't seem to have inalienable rights.”

Seven months after getung his visa,
Adams was able to arrange what so
many had been counting on him far: the
cease-fire. But before it could be an-
aounced, Adams had one more amozing
tcquest. a visg for Joe Cahill, & longtime
LR.A. man who had been caught on g
boat in [973 with five tons of weapons
from Libya Cahill had t0 go to New
York to explain the ceasedire 10 tha
hard~core supporters of the I.R A., some
of whom allegedly bankrolled the teeror-
ists. Forget it, Nancy Soderberg said.
But the “Irish Mafia” came out in full
[orce, badgering the White House. “Jean
Kennedy Smith was woaderful," says
Niall O’Dowd. The prcsident gave in
one more time, although, O'Clery re-
ports. he seemed taken aback by Cahill's
résume. The cease-fire was acrually an-
nounced shortly before Congressman
King accompanied Cahill to the upstairs
of & bar on Second Avenue in Manhat-
tan, where, he told me, a group of
“lawyers and comtractors and business-
men” were wuiting. On August 3, 1994,
2 total [.R.A. cessation of the armed
struggic was a donc deal.

Veteruns of the struggle wers ecsutic,
“I don't think anyone underestimates the
difMiculty of transforming that tradition

M
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into 8 peaceful. political approych, given
the number of people that they killed
and the number of their own members
wha died," e3ys John Hume. “That makes
it emotionally very difTicult for them." Six
weeks later the Loyalist paramilitaries also
anaounced » cesse-(irc,

’I‘he euphoria wus shortlived. It was
like, O.K., you made 2 giant step,”
Qys wrier David McKillnck of the
British attitude toward (he ceaseMire.
“Now (ke another one.” The British gave
the Republicans almost no eredit far what
they had done. [nstead, they immediately
siarted imposing conditions. First, they re
peated their demand that the word “per-
manent” be atched to the word “tease-
fire!” Then. threc months later. Albert
Reynolds’s government fcll, and Adams
lost not only a skilled pratagonist who
worked well with John Major bul also
someone willing o take risks. The current
pame minister, John Bruton, has com
pased the L.R.A. to Nxis and has not
shown dynamic |eadership regarding the

peace process.

The British were further incensed when
Adams was granted another visa to the
States to fund-raise for Sinn Fein. They
belicved the money would go dircetly
into buying weapons for the I.R.A. But
the Kennedys started lobbying again,
and Chris Dodd asked Bill Clintoa on
the 17th green during a golf game
wherher he was going to give Adams an-
other visa oc¢ not. It turned out that he
would. John Msjor was so funous with
the president for not having consulted
with Bim on the fund-raising decision
and for heving hosted Adams st the
White House (bat for five days he re-
fused (0 take calls from him.

With justification, the British, as well
2s the State and Justicz Departments. felt
that the president was granting Gerry
Adams's every wish without asking for
anything in return. Meanwhile, Adams
was continuing to wow Washington.
“He's very disammung,” says former direc-
tor of White House communications
Murk Goarsn, who is now Peace Carps
director. “What [ did not know was how
effective he wouid be as a public person-
ality. You have to put a face on policy.
He's been helpful for Americans to bet-
wer understand ‘the Troubles.'” With the
cease-fire in place. officials such as Sens-
wr Dodd were able (0 mect Adams in
person and judge him (or themselves.
Dodd has a house in Ireland, which
Adams has visited, and Dodd now con-
siders um “a (riend. He's a very bright,
very intense person of deep coaviction.
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weze lined up |ike kide getting their pic-
E\m 1aken with Santa Claue,” sayg King.
uddenly he way their hero, a media
sar” In New York, Biancs fagger and
Oonald Trump atiended o $200-¢-plate
luneh for Sing Fein. At 2 $1.000.2.
plate dinner gy the Plaza, 400 showed yp.

Women throw tremseives 3t Gerry
Adams, 1 wes toid. “I've never nouced.”

Adlms deadpans. “Now | know you lie

\n interviews” | say, | cnjoy the compa-
| ny of women " Adamg answers. “The sex

act, if you're very lucky, lasts 15 minyres.
Why even jeopardize « relationship which
i3 based on loyalty and love and working
through? So it's just net an issue,
“Calette is 8 very strong womun, and
she has her own identily,” he says. 1 of-
wn make the joke thst wn (ront of every
8redl woman a man has [oisted hime
self. ... [ genvinely couldn't do what |
4o if my domestic situation crumblcd.”

$ Adams’s populanity soared. and he

Went 10 parties in Beverly Hills with
the likes of Anjelica Huston and Oliver
. Stone, the British dug their heeis 1 even
| further. The Northern lreiand secretary,
Sic Patrick Mayhew, skeptical of the
| Peace process he had little hand in fashe
| 1orung, sounds eenty like the high British
souree in Mallie and MeKittrick’s book
who suggested that it would take at loust
IWo years “getting Sinn Fein up 1o
scratch and all of (hat" before the Britich
would be ready 10 @ik senously. "I we
play our cards very cacefully and don't let
cither the republican side or the loyalist
side get completely disiilusioned, then
we're into 3 proper negotiated peace. Rut
tiere's many a stip ‘lwixt lip and cup.”

To Washington's astonishment, on a lob-
Bying visit in March 1995, Mayhew sct
forth the most stringent precondition of ul
decommissivning, meaning that the 1R A.
would have o give up some of its weapons
before it could st down At the table for
peace talks. To the [.R.A., decommission-
ing means surrender. and Republicuns
point out that never befare in history has
an undefeated army had to gve up its
|| weupons hefare 1t could negounte.

A3 (he months drified by without Lalks
heing called, Gerry Adums realized thal
the pesce process wus crumbling, The
myjor Unionist partics, which would lose
| power in any settlement, were veloing

Sinn Fein's presence ot the Luble. Adume

began (o leef the sirun. “You don't

know how many times | wake up in the
middle of the aight wondering il | um
doing the right hing" Peter King ro
memoers Adums teiling him shoetiy alter
\he Reynolds government callupsed S

fan)
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far, Adams has not been abie (o analyze
or cajole his way through the magze he
has been forced to confront in bringing
2bout 3 lusting peace.

C:rujnly everyone's worst fears were
realized last February 9, when the
LR.A. broke the cqase-fire angd sel off 3
bomb at Cunary Wharf in Londas, lling
(wo. Adams imisty he got 0o advance
warmiog. “1t was a trauma (o me.” Yol if
that is true, what does it say about his
power and influence? “If he did know,
that's terrible, but if he dida’l, it's warse
Uil says an Irishvgovernment afficial.
The White Houze was stunned. Adams
was able 10 wam the Nauonal Sccurity
Council about the collapse of the cease-
fire only 3 fcw minutes before the bomb
went off. Senator Kennedy was pasticular.
ly angry. and cut off commurcation. One
While House staffer said, “Adams cleasly
undersands that when the cease-fire end-
ed he would not be welcome nere.”

Ironically, within two and a half weeics
of the bomb's exploding, the Irish govern.
ment got Britain to agree 10 come to the
hargaining table for peace wlks headed by
George Milchel). They would discuss an
interim government (or Northern [reland,
how 1a structure relations berween Narth.
ern Ireland and the Reputlic of Ireland in
shacing “crossborder institutions,” and re-
ltions between Britain and Ireland A
sccond [.R.A. bomb went ofT in Manches-
& in June, imunng 206, and a third
killed a British soldier at the Lisburn
army birracks ‘outside Belfast in Octo-
ber—the first 10 o off in Northern Lreland
in (wo years. Martin McGuiness, ane of
Adams's chief deputies, who is known for
hig close contacts with the muliants, says,
“Many believe the British don't come to
(he wable unicss you bomb them there.”

Just over a yzar ago, Predent Clinten
duseribed the reception he got (rom more
than 50.000 wildly chesring Catholics and
Protestants in Belfast as “one of the greatest
days of my life” Today, the people of
Northem [reland wait on tenterhooks, won-
dering whether lulh-scale violence will erupt
once again. ur whether there is rcal hope
for anather causefire. The politics of Gurry
Adams “are much mora heawly challcnged
naw” yuys Presbylerian  minister Ken
Newell. “8ut lus influence hasn’t waned.”
Recently. John Hume, with behindthe-
seeney help from the Lrish foreign minister.
Dick Spring. has been Jaesperaiely trying
10 negotite o new cease-fire—the [.RA.
taditiomally calls o short halt 1o vioknce
2t Chnstmas—=under conditions accepluble
10 hoth sides. “Gerry and 1 can $0 bick
o the | R.A., hut it will be much haeder
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he dall ig clearly in John Major'y
: .GO\IFL “l have no daubt of John M,
J0r's commitment ¢g in lrelang "
2ys Hume. “Had he o Car majority, he
would have moved meh more quickly -
we would have lasting peace ig Ircland by
Sow.” Instead, John Major seems tymied
%y the Unionists and their Marlismentary
‘mpact on te arithmetic of Westminster,
Sot.nc think pegcs is n the offing. Others
b:xevc that nothing wyl Rappen udti| afier
€ upco i
i thmnm Seneral electians.
there will be a new Labour govermment,
“The Protestants thould cut 3 deul,”
of The Troubles, T

vies. “The des of bistory are
overwhelming (

hem.” Catholies now
make up 43 peree,

Nt of the total populs.
uon aof the North. Catholic schoolchildeen
have 8 pass rate on Vaiversitytrack exams
that is four times higher than that of
Protestant childeen. ‘The Nationalists are
@oving up, while young, middle-class

Unionists arc caugraiing at @ higher rate.
If Gerry Adams and John Hume ever cut
an electoral deal between their two Na.
tianalist parties, “they would wan all the
| %aty,” 63ys Coogan. “We're ambitious,”
s Sinn Fein's Richard McAuley telle me.
! “We don't (orever 526 ourselves a small
\ party. We want to be in the leadership of
| chenging society on this island.™
: “S0.” 1 ask him, “rou want to see Ger-
ry Adams Tuoiseach (the Irish word for
prime minister] in 20 years™ “Twenty
| years? He'll be wo o.d Five™
“We're in the endgame.” Gerry Adamg
tells me one mormung ia a ctowded van in
London. It is & favorite line of his, gad
gven the events he has helped thape in
‘i tecent Narthern Irish history, perhaps be
| can see the outlines of a futuge not yet
\ visible to the foreign eye. “Tt could take
| aus year, six montlis, or s number of
| years. Making pesce is more difficuit than
' making war.” He acds. “The British say
l‘ that politics is the art of the pousible, [
think it has to be that politics is the art
of the impaoassible.” !
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1" syt McGuiness, “decause the
has seen (he Bri
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