




Civil dialogue is respectful and thoughtful 
conversation, especially about tough or 

controversial topics. It helps people to listen, 
understand different views, and show 

empathy. This Classroom Catalog entry explores 
civil dialogue in the Utah Constitutional Convention 

debates about women's suffrage.



• Open-mindedness— Being willing to listen to and consider new ideas and different points of 
view. 

• Listening— Paying attention to both words and body language to understand what someone is 
saying and respond thoughtfully. 

• Collaborating— Working together to reach a common goal, even when people have different 
ideas or opinions. 

• Advocating— Speaking up or taking action to support a cause, idea, or person you believe in. 
It involves both communication and effort. 

• Suffrage— The right to vote, especially in political elections. Suffrage comes from the Latin 
word suffragium, meaning “vote.” 



• Open discussion

• Structured debate

• Long-term collaboration

Washington as Statesman at the Constitutional Convention, 1856

Oil on canvas by Junius Brutus Steams. Virginia Museum of Fine Arts.



• You are the delegates​

• I am the chairman

• Normally, delegates in Convention get 10 minutes of speaking 
time, but you will each get 10-20 seconds of speaking time. ​

• If you go over, your comments will be ruled out of order by the 
chairperson.​

• Here is the question… ​





• Modeled after 1787 Constitutional 
Convention

• Rules for discussion across 
disagreements

• Suffrage was a major point of 
disagreement

Image of the Utah State Constitution, Utah Archives and Records Service.
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1. How did dialogue in the Utah suffrage debates lead to women 
getting the vote?

2. How do disagreement and collaboration go hand in hand?

3. In what ways can we individually foster civil dialogue?
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