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SECRET - PERSONAL

NORTH/SOUTH MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

Under 2 pew Briiirish Aggoeme, and in subocquent mplemesting leg
ilaton 2

‘Westrinster andin the Oireachtas,2 Nori/South Ministerial Council to be established

1o bring together those with executive responsibilities in Northern Ixeland and the Irish

Goverament, to dzal with present and fiufe potiical soc
ial and cconomic inter-

connestionson the island of Ireland. The Council 10 have. overall respousibility for the

promtion and developmeat of consulation, a-operation a0 integrated action within

the istand of Ircland - inchuding through implementationoo a8 all-island basis - on all
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elevant Minisers Parciipation in the Counsltbe an esential funccion aaching10

relevant post i the two Admiaisraions. The Council @ be, i fasiutional terms, &

single eatity, but to mect in different formats:

@) inplenary format twice a year, with Northern Ireland represented by [] and the

Irish Governmentled by the Taoiseachy;

i specific sectoral format (68, agriultural ssues,industrial fssucs, social and

community issues,cavironmentl issues)on regular nd frequent basis (ooce

nonth in each format) with cachsid represented by he appropriate Ministe{

%

in “gencral aftairsTM format on a regular and frequent besis (once each mooth),

bringing logether the Minister and (] with overall respons
ibility for the co-

avdination of NordySouth relaions to cansider instinasonal or cross-sectoral
matters (including in relation to the EU) and 0 feview unresolved issues.
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Agendasto be seftled by prior agreement betwoe the two sides, but open (0 either to

‘proposc any matter for consideration or action.

Al Council decisions to be by agreement between the two sides. Each'sideto be ina.

position o take decisions ia the Counci o the basis of the collective responsibility of

its exccutive. Each side to remain accountable to the Asscmbly and the Ofeachias

respectively.

The Council's level of responsibility in regard to the matters within its remit to_ be three-

fold:

() in certain desigaated areas to'take decisions, determine policy, a0d make or

oversee arrangements for the implementation of those decisions or policies,

primarily through the iraplementation bodies described in paragraph 6 below, but

in other cases through closely co-ordinated. actionby the administrations North

and South separately;

i other specified arcas its members to use best endeavours(0 reach agreement

resultingin joint action or the sdoptionand implemeatation of 2 common policy,

and to make determined efforts to overcome any disagreements berween them;

on all otber maters to act a5 a forum for the exchange of information,

consultation and co-operation: 10 be open to the two sides, by agresment, (0 take:

joint action or adopt end implement a common policy on these matters also
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is atiachedat Annex X.

The BritisheJrish Agroement, and subsequent implementing legislation&t Westmiastes

and in the Oireachias, slso to provide for the eswblishment, at the inception 
of the

operntion of the Agreemeat o as soon as feasible thercafer, ofimplementationbodses
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in certain of the desigaated arcas falling within the reit of the Council (as defined in

parn. 5 () above). These badies o be responsible {or the implementaton, o0 an a1l

{eland s cross-border basis, of elevant policies and decisions agreed by the Council

1 which they would report. Further such bodies may be established as the Councl

agrees. The Council 0 appoint mewbers of the bodies”boards andlor their seaior officers

204 to allocate fnds to them. The bodies to be csablished are also ised 3t Anoex X.

These arrangements to b capable of development, i lne with the development of he

relatiouship betwezn North and South in all ts aspeers 2nd with 1o pre-ordained fimit to

their evolution, the potential or which s limited only by the extent of the competences

and respomsibiliies o the two admisistrations. Such development,icludiog te raesfer

of uaters fom one category of responsbilit as defived in paragraph 5 sbovet0 anofber.

+nd the estblishment of ne implemeatationbodics, o be 00 the basis of sgresd

recommendation of the Council and with the cadorsement of the (Assembly) and the

Oireachtas.
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by the geacral affuirs Councl, or faling that in accordance vit
h the overall

guaranteeloversight mechanisms in place within the setdemcnt &5 awhole. In the case

of disagresment on technical issues (for example, whether 2 partcular action by ooeside
met its agreed commitments), the Counsil shall appoint arbiteators (for instance, judges

o other senior legal figures).

The Councl 1o agees its own financial requirements and those of the implementation

odies. o be funded by he two Adminisiations a3 pecessary public fancron, iniilly

o e basi of existing patteca and levels of xpenditare North and South, plussharcd

©dministative cost. Witkin s first two years of operaton. the Council o exarmine

bether it fnsaeing by he o Adminisations couk be on the basisof an agreed keY

basedon objective criteci, and also 10 examin the possibilcy that dedicated sources of
even could be sssgaed1t Mechanismsfothe llocaton o the Couocl of funding
received from the EU or other cxicmal bodies1 be agiesd. This to be assigaed to the
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Council, along with any agreed matching funding, by the 0 Administrations, 8s part

of their overall contribution(o it

The Council's expenditure 1o be sudited jointly by the Compt
rolicr and Auditor-

Geperal’s Office and by the Northern Lreand Audit Office. Their join report to be
<ubmited simultaneously i the Oircachtzs andto {the Assembly).
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within Norther Trelznd and staed (a lcast parcaly) by members of he Novhera

Irelznd Givil Service and the Isish Civil Service d sppointed by the Council The
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developmentof the Council.

The Council to have appropriate level of responsibility for Europcan Union dimeasion
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and he adopion of greed approachies owards proposals under considecation in the EU

famework. Arangementsto be made o crsure hatthe views of the Counil are taken,

10, account and represented appeopriately at the EU Councilof Ministers and 2t

‘meatingsunder its s¢gis.

‘The two Governments,and the partics,

(i) to recommendthe creation efliehlbodybfinpnfimyflfiequ
fl murnbers of

members of the Ofreachtas and the Northern Ireland Assewbly The body to consider,

and make rocommendations o, all matters of mutval concern. Also 10 have a role in

scnutinisingthe NorthvSouth Council

() o establish an independent Cousultative Forum, appointed by the two

imistions,reresetativeofil sciety,comprisingthe social purmers 404 SREE
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mecmberswith expertise in social, cultural, ecopomic and oiber issucs. TheF

offer advice on issues subject of considerationwithin the Courcil, and o bave particular

responsibility for analysing and reporing on aspects of the med
iumtp-long tem

developmeat co-operation on the sland.


