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NORTH/SOUTH MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

). Under 2 pew British/Irish Agreement, and in subsequent implementing lcglsl.ﬂ:lnn at
Westminster and in the Oireachtas, 2 North/South Ministerial Council to be esuhhah.nd
to bring together those with executive responsibilities in Northern Ireland and @zllnsh
Government, to deal with present and future political, social and economie Wk
connections on the island of Ireland. The Council to have overall respoosibility fu!r ﬂ'.m
promotion and development of :nnsu.:lt:tiun, co-operation and integraied Eﬁ.nn within
the island of Ireland - including thruug_h_imlﬂlcmmmiﬂn on an all-island basis - on all
matters of mutual im:rﬁhﬁthinﬂmmnpﬂﬂmufﬂtmﬂnimaﬂms.ﬁuﬂhmd South.

2. Hurmﬂnheiudmhcmprmumdby[;,ﬂmhishﬁmtmmtwmeme
relevant Ministers. Participation in the Coungil to be an essential function attaching to
relevant posts in the two Administrations. The Council 0 be, in institutional terms, &
singlc mﬁty,hntnnmmindiffﬂmtﬁ:mnts:

(i)  in plenary format twice a year, with Northern Treland represented by [ ] and the
Irish Government led by the Taoiseach;

; . _ Wi e

(i) in specific sectoral format (¢&.8. agtieultural issues, industrial issues, mc
commuaity i55ues, epvironmental issues) on a regular and frequent basis (once
a month in each format) with each side represented by the appropniate Minister/|
[

(i)  in “general affairs” format on a regular and frequent basis (once each moath),
bringing logether the Minister and [ ] with overall responsibility for the co-
ordination of North/South relations to consider institutional or cross-sectoral

Zoa  BSB DN E1B1299 + AMYLZIIS QNOD3S 8E:cT B6/TB/EC




The National Archives reference PREM 49/409

EE—NHR—I?‘EB 18:53 FROM 6621019 SEC D/TROISERCH PB441718399844 P.@J

2

Agendas to be settled by prior agreement between the two sides, but open to either to
propose any matter for consideration or action. :

All Council decisions to be by agreement between the two sides. Eachsidetobeina
position to take decisions in the Council on the basts of the collective responsibility of
its executive. Each side to remain accountable to the Assembly and the Oireachtas

respectively.

The Council's level of responsibility in regard to the matters within its remit to be three-
fold:

(i) in certain designated areas 1o take decisions, determine policy, and make or
overses arrangements for the implementation of those decisions or policies,
primarily through the implementation bodies described in paragraph 6 below, but
in other cases trough closely co-ordinated action by the administwations North

and South separately;

in other specified arcas its members to use best endeavours to reach agreement
resulting in joint action or the adoption and implementation of a common policy,
mdtumnkadmrmimdeffBﬂsmwﬂmmEmdiﬂgmtmmnmmm;

mﬂluthﬂmﬂmmutunfmimfurﬂnmhmtufinfnmﬁan,
nuﬂluﬁnnmmﬂmmhupmmﬂmﬂdes,hymmukt
jﬂiﬂtuﬁunmadopimdmm:mmuﬂpﬂlic¥WMthﬂm.

A list of matters for inclusion from the outset in each of these categories of responsibility
is attached at Annex X.

The British-Irish Agreement, and subsequemt implementing legislation at Westminster
mﬂhmms.ﬂmmmmmmeﬁmhﬁmnumﬁn@ﬁunufmw
dewﬂmnrummfuﬂﬂuw, of implementation bodies
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. certain of the designated aress falling within the reanit of the Council (as defined in
para. 5 (i) above). These bodies to be responsible for the implmmuudn, on an all-
island and cross-border basis, of relevant policies and decisions agreed by the Couneil,
10 which they would report. Further such bodies may be established as the Council
agrees. The Council appoint members of the bodies’ boards and/or their seaior officers
and to allocate funds to them. The bodies to be cstablished are also listed at Annex X.

These arrangements 10 be capable of development, in line with the developmeant of the
relationship between North and South i all its aspeers and with no pre-ordained limit o
their evolution, the potential for which is limited only by the extent of the competences
and responsibilities of the two administrations. Such development, including the oransfer
afmﬁﬂmmmﬁnwﬂmﬁhwu&:ﬁnd in paragraph 5 above to another,
mdthamab!inhmeniufﬂewimﬂemuﬂunbodim,mheqnﬂmmis of agreed
recommendation of the Council and with the endorsement of the (Assembly] and the
Qireachtas.

A continumg failure to reach agreement on important designated marters to be resolved
by the genecral affairs Council, or failing that in accordance with the overall
guaramee/oversight mechanisms in place within the settlement 23 a whole. In the case
of disagresment on technical issues (for example, whether 2 particular action by one side
met its agreed cooumitments), the Council shall appoint arbitrators (for instance, judges
ot other senior legal figures).

The Council 1o agree its own financial requirements and those of the irmplementation
bodies. To be funded by the two Administrations as a necessary public function, initially
mﬂwhﬁisnfcxisﬁngplmmdtcvelsﬂfcrpmdimﬂwmdSquh, plus shared
administrative costs. Within its first two years of operation. the Council to examine
whether iuﬁmmgwmwwmammmmmmwm
based on objective criteria, and also 10 examine the possibility that dedicated sources of
revenue could be assigned to it Mechanisms for the allocation to the Council of funding
received from the EU or other exicrnal bodies to be agreed. This 0 be assigned to the
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Council, along with any agreed matching funding, by the two A::lm.i:ristra_ﬂnnﬁ, as part

The Council's expenditure 10 be audited jointly by the Comptroller and Auditor-
Geperal's Office and by the Northern Ireland Audit Office. Their joint rcport to be
submitted simultaneously to the Oircachtas and to {the Assembly].

withip Northem Ireland and staffed (at least partially) by members of the Northern
1reland Civil Service and the Irish Civil Service and sppainted by the Council. The
Smmﬁumupmuﬁasingkndminim:mﬂmnmdﬂm&wﬁanafthe
Council and accountable to it. To be entitied to make proposals 1 the Council, both in
regudmpuﬁmﬂupnﬁ:iﬁmdndsimﬂmdﬂmmidmﬁnnaMmﬂwﬁnm

ﬂmmiummmemnfEumlidummw
ﬂummﬂwmmwmmm@h the EU
framework thmﬂmmmﬂﬂmﬁmufﬁ:Cumﬂmuﬂn
into account and represenied appeopriately at the EU Council of Ministers and al

roectings under its aegis.
The two Goveraments, and the parties,

(i) to recommend the creation of a joint body bringing together equal nmnb::l: of
members of wmmmmmwmwn-mbndymmm,
and make recommendations on, ail matters of mutual concem. Also 1o have a role in
muﬁnisinmheﬂnrmﬁnmh(:nundl

g , i ik
(i) to establish an independent Consultative Forum, appumt:d by
administrations, representative of civil society, comptising the social partners and other

P.8>
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5 -
members with expertise 10 social, culmural, ecopomic and other issues. The Forum to
offer advice on issucs subject of consideration within the Council, and to have particular
responsibility for analysing and reporting on aspects of the medium-to-long term
development ¢co-operation on the island.




