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IRISH PRISONERS

The Prime Minister was grateful for the Home Secretary’s minute of

18 March. Subject to the comments of the Northern Ireland Secretary, he agrees

that you should seek further assurances from the Irish Government about how

they would operate the sentences of the five terrorist prisoners who have life

sentences with whole life tariffs. We should look at the timing of future action in

the light of the Irish reply.

I am copying this to Ken Lindsay (Northern Ireland Office) and Jan Polley

(Cabinet Office).

TN

JOHN HOLMES

Ken Sutton Esq

Home Office
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