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NORTH/SOUTH MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

] Under a new British/Inish Agreement, and in subscquent implementing legislation &t
Westninster and in the Oireachtas, a North/South Ministerial Council to be established
to bring together those with executive responsibilities in Northern Ireland and the Irish
Guucrmmmdtaluﬁthptmtandﬁmnwliﬁm, social and economuc inter-
connecctions oa the island of Ireland. The Council to have overall responsibility for the
promotion and development of consultation, co-operation and integrated action within

T, _ g L
theislmduﬂrdmd-iuludingthmmhtmplmﬂnnnnﬂmallu‘landhasm on
matters of mutual mﬁﬁnuumwﬂmMmm.wmmm

2. Narﬂmnlrﬂudmbbmprmmnﬁby[],th:!ﬁnhﬁnmm:mhyﬂmeimmd
relevant Ministers. Parteipation in the Council to be an essential function attaching to
relevant posts inth:mﬁdminismﬁau.m:::umﬂmhn,in institutional terms, a
ﬂnglcmﬁty,hnmnmmdiﬁﬂmfnmm:

(i) in plenary format twice a year, with Northern Treland represented by [ ] and the
Irish Government led by the Taoiseach,

(i) in specific sectoral format (e.g. agricultural issues, industrial issues, @m and
community issues, cavironmental issues) on a regular and frequent basis (once
2 month in each format) with each side represented by the appropnate Minister/{
IR

(i) in “gencral affairs” format on a regular and frequent basis (once each month),
bringing logether the Minister and [ ] with overall responsibility for the co-
ordination of North/South relations to consider institutional or cross-sectoral
matters {(including in relation to the ELJ) and 10 review unresolved i3sues.
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3, Agzﬁumbzunhdhypﬁmmmhmm&nmﬁdﬁbmﬂpmmﬁmnm
mupuman}'mu.ﬂcrfwmnsidmﬁunmmﬁm.

Ml&wﬂduiﬁunstnbubywmthnwm sides. Eachsidetobeina
position to take deisions ia the Council on the basis of the collective responsibility of
its executive. Each side to remain accountable to the Assembly and the (Qireachias

respectively.

The Couneil s hvﬂﬂfrmﬁﬁlﬂyinmﬁmth:mmﬁﬁniumhm be three-
fold:

(i)  in certain designated areas 10 take decisions, determine policy, and make or
oversee arrangements for the implementation of those decisions or policies,
primarily ﬁmughlhenuplmhﬂoﬂhodindumibadinpmwﬁbduw,tm
in other cases timough closely co-ordinated action by the administrations North

and South scparately;

in other specified arcas its members to use best endeavours to reach agreement
resulting in joint action or the adoption and imFlm:maﬁonufncmunpuli:.}r,
Mtum&cdmmhﬂtﬁmmuvmmyﬂummbﬂmﬂm;

mﬂmmmﬂﬁafmﬁrthGfmﬁmaﬁﬁn,
msuhﬁnnuimpﬂnﬁm:mhammthtmﬂdes,byagmtmm
ﬁhluﬁmwﬂﬂﬁmﬂhplmﬂlmﬂpﬂlic?mmmmﬂm.

Alinufmmfu:iudm&mﬁ:uwﬂmmhnf these categonies of responsibility
is attached at Annex X

6. m:nﬁﬁsh-lﬂihﬁgmmmhdeWplm lcgml:nun nw.‘mm:m
and in the Oireachtas, almmmﬂdtforrh:ﬁubﬁshmcm,umumupmno

wmmnmufuﬂﬂumnﬂhﬂ; of implementation bodies

operation of the




The National Archives reference PREM 49/409

23-MAR-1998 1B8:54 FROM £6821819 SEC D-TADISEACH TO

i i 1

PB441718333044 P. B4

3

hmﬂhﬁfﬁdﬂﬂgnmdmﬂmmwrmhﬂﬂhtﬂmﬂ (as defined in
para. 5 (i) above). These bodies to be responsible for the implementation, oo an all-
island and cross-border basis, of relevant policies and decisions agreed by the Council,
w0 which they would report. Further such bodies may be established as the Council
agrees. Th:Com:Hmnppuimmhnmfﬂ:bﬂdiﬁ'hnﬂdamdn’mmﬁrsmimuﬂim
nnﬂtnﬂmmﬁrdsmﬂ:m,Thcbudimmbemhliﬂmdmumumdnmx

Ti These arrangements to be capable of development, in line with the development of the
mlmwummmmmiuwmmmmmm limit 10
their evolution, the potential for which is limited only by the extent of the competences
mﬂmp-umibiﬁli:sufﬂumdmhﬁsmtmm. Such development, including the transfer
ufmﬁnmnmuuiurynfrupmm‘biﬁtyudeﬁmdinpmanphﬁahnwmm.
mdmemhli:hmtufmwimp]mmﬁﬂnbndiﬁ,w be op the basis of agreed
ramrnmdzﬂmnfdic&mﬂmdwithﬂwmdmﬂmmnfthe[mmﬂmdﬂ:
Oireachtas.

8. Ammmmﬂmmmmhmmmiwd:ﬁgﬂmdmmmbemlmd
by the gencral affairs Council, or failing that in accordance with the overall
Wamﬁghtmhaﬁmimﬂmmﬁndwumemtuawhula. In the case
ufdiwmmmﬂli:msﬂmemphmﬂ:ﬂapuﬁwluathﬁmsﬂﬂ
met its agreed copumitments), the Council shall appoint arbitrators ({or instance, judges
or other senior legal figures).

9 The Council 10 agree its own financial requirements and those of the implementation
bodies. Tnbtﬁmdtdﬁﬂh:hmﬁdmi#imﬂimiuampubﬁcﬁmdm, initially
nnt}mhﬁisnfm&sﬁngplwandlcmisufcrpeudimﬂmhmdﬁumh.plmshund
ﬂmﬁmﬂwm.ﬁwniuﬁ:ﬂmymnfuptﬁmﬂwcmmﬂm:m
whether mmwmmwmmmmmudmwm
hﬁadmubjﬁﬁwmmmdwm“mﬁmﬂumﬂhukywtdnﬂicﬂedmﬁnf
revenue could be assigned to it Mmhnﬂmmrﬂmaﬂuﬁﬂanmﬂwmilnfwng
received from the EU or other extcrnal bodies 1o be agreed. This to be assigoed to the
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Coungil, along with any wmmmm,mmmmmm part

of their overall contribution to it.

10.  The Council's expenditure 10 be gudited jointly by the Comptroller and Auditor-
| Geperal's Office and by the Northern [reland Audit Office. Their joint roport to be

submitted simultaneously (o the Qireachtas and to {the Assembly].

ocated at an appropriate place

Count ' jat, |
' i htsuppunedh?;mdmw
g i iy bynmbﬂsuﬁhtﬂnrm

within Northem Treland and staffed (at lcast parcally) ‘
Ireland CivilSmic:mdlh:IﬁshCivil Eﬂ“iﬂmﬂmiﬂtﬂjwmﬂwll- 'I':
Suuuﬁﬂmumnuuaﬂnﬂﬂmmimﬁwm,mdnmedwaﬁv
MiﬂWEﬂit.TﬂHmﬁﬂbﬂmmktpmpﬂiﬂlitnﬂh&ﬂuuﬂll;mm
mdmpmﬁcﬂupnliﬁﬁu{d:dﬂummmdﬂuinnmdmﬂuﬁmt

development of the Council.

mcnwilmhnumr‘utﬂwﬂ of responsibility for
dmmﬁnimmwmmwmnfmmhuﬁmd.mfw
mﬂﬂumpﬁmnfaﬂﬁdmwhﬁmwnd&wﬂsundﬂ consideration in the EU

W.thmmwmmw
iﬂnﬂmuntandmpr:mwﬂ:ppmpﬁmhﬂth:m{hm:ﬂ

roectings under its aegis.

Thnmﬁmmm,mdmem

body bringing together equal numbers of

' ecommend the creation of a joint ‘
S freland Assmhlr.ﬂ'u:hodjrtnmm;dﬂ.

members of t‘ruDirmhtaSmdmaHuﬂm
ﬂﬂmﬂefmmndlﬁﬁmmﬂlmmﬁ
mminisinmheﬂurﬂﬁnmhmmﬂt

mutual concem. Also 1o have a role in

| " by the two
(i) to establisk an independent Consultative Fm ;ppomtcd Erciti
administrations, representative of civil society, comptising the social parne
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members with expertise in social, cultural, ecopomic and other issucs. The Forum to
offer advice on issuls mﬁﬂlufmidumﬁmmﬂl: Council, and tﬂ have particular
responsibility for analysing and reporting on aspects of the medium-to-long term
development co-operation on the island.
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