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SECRET - PERSONAL

'NORTH/SOUTH MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

Under 2 pew Britishrish Agreema, and in subseqent implementing legisiation &t

Westminsterand i the Oireachias, a Nori/South Miisterial Covacil 10 be established
1o bring together those with executive responsibiliies in Northern Ireland a0d the Irish

Goverament, 1o deal with present and fure political, social an
d economisfoer-

connoctionsoa the slandof reland. The Councl1o have overall respousibiiy forthe

promotionand development of consultation, co-operation a0d integrated action within

e istand of Irland - including through implementationon an al-islend basis - onall
matersof mutual ieret within the competence of the sdaisations, North and Sout

Nmmlmmumuemby[],hlfi-hmlbymT
wimmd

relevant Ministers. Pmminmcm\mumww
nawngh

relevant posts in the two Administrations.The Council 10 be, in institutional terms, &

nndcmuy,hnwmmindiffum{omm:

@) in pleaary format twice year,with Nordhem Ireand representedb [} and the

Irish Government led by the Taoiseach;

{n spcife sectoa format (.5 agricaltralisses, industia issues, socal sed

commuaity issues, cavironmental isues) on & regular and frequent basis (once

2 month in each format) with each. side represented by the appropriate Minister/{

%

{n “gonesal afirs” format on a regular wnd fequent basis (once cach mont),

eringing Wogeber the Minister and [ ) wil overal responsibilty for th co-

endination of Nordy/South relrions o consider institaonal or cross sectora

‘matters (including in relation to the EU) and to review unsesolved issues.

——
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Agendas to be setied by prior agreemeat betwoen the two sides, but open 1o eithet to

propose any matter for considerationor action.

All Council decisions to be by agreement between the two sides. Fach side 10 be in s

position o take decsions o the Council on the basis of the collective responsibilty of

{ts exccutive. Each side to remain accountable t the Assembly and the 
Oireachias

respestively.

mw‘:kmdwflwhmw&wfimmmfilb be three-

fold:

@) in certain desigaated areas 1 take esisions, determine policy, and make ot

oversee arrangements for the implementation of those decisions or policies.

primarly through th iaplementaion bodies described in parsgraph 6 below, bt

inmwmlmuhebfllytwdmdxfimwmmnmNuf
lh

and South scparately;

in other specified weas its members to use best endeavours(0 reach agrecmcnt

resuling i join acton or the sdoption and implemetation of a common polcy,

and to make determined efforts to overcome any disagreements between
 them;

mtllol’bumm\naflulfmmfor&whlwofmimmaflon
,

mmmmmm-numwhmms.wmm
wm

joint action or adopt and implezment a common policy on thess maters also.

Alistof ratirs for inclusion from the utsetin each o s categories of esponsibility

is atiachedat Annex X.

The Brish-Jrish Agrocment, and subscquent implementiag legislation at Westminster

200 in the Oireachiss, also to provide for the eswblishment, t the inception of the

operation of the Agreemeat of as soon as feasible thereafter, of implementation bodies
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in certain of the desigasted arcas falling within the remit of the Councl (ss defined in

para.5 (i) above). These bodies o be responsible for the implementation, onan all-

island and cross-border basis, of relevant policies and decisions agreed by the Council,

10 which they would report. Further such bodies mybec:ub!ishedutlw(
‘.mmcil

mmwuwwmdum’mfl;m«mdrmmo
fim

lm‘lmllhuufin\dlmm:m.mbodiawbembliwdueflml
ismdsmx

These arangements 1 be capable of development, in ine with the developmeat of the

relatioushipbetween North and South n all ts aspectsand with o pre-ordained fmitto

e evolution,the poteatial for which i limited only by the cxtent ofthe competences

and responsibilitisof the two adminitrations. Such development ncludiagthe ransfer

of mattes from one category of responsibilty s defined in paragraph 5 Sbove to another.

and the cstablishment of new implementationbodics, to be 0p the basis of agreed

recommendation of the Counciland with the cadorsement of the (Assembly) and the

Oireachtss.

A contimuing flure o each agroement on important designated maters to be resolved

by the gencral affirs Council, or faiing that in accordance with the overall
guaranteeloversight mechanisms in pace withi he setlement as whale. In the case
ofdisagreamaen on technical isses (for example, whether & patcula acion by onc sde

met it agred commitments) the Counsilshll sppoiat arbiratos (or instancs, judges

o other senior legal figures).

The Councl o agreets own financal oguirementsznd those of the implementation

‘bodies, o be funded by the two Admisistrations s a ecessary publi functon, niilly

o thebasi of exising ptterns and levels of expenditure North and Sootb, plus
 sharcd

dministrative costs. Witin its irst two years of operation. t
he Council to examine

whether s inapcing by be two Adminisations could be onthe basis of an agreed key

Mwmxfiwu—imMdmwum\in'flupmuhi\ky\hal
dcdimdwmnr

revenue could be assigned it ‘Mechanisms for the allocation to the Council of funding.

received from the EU or othe cxicmal bodies 10 be agreed. “This to be assigaed to the
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cmil.mwimmymudmafium,wu
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of their overall contributionto it.

The Couscil's expenditire 1 be wadited jointly by the Comptroller and Auditor-

ool Office and by the Norther Il Audit Office. Thet joint report £ b

subrmited simulaneously o the Oireachias and o (the Assembly)

'mwuwuswmby.mmlmn
mwmpm

within Northem Ireland and staffed (st cast parilly) by members of the Northern
Ireland Civil Service and the Irish CivilService swd sppaintedby the Council. The

smmmomuunwmwm«mm.m
wdmonu

wilandmn\!bhwu.'fahccnlidbflwmakzpmpflsfl!
mxhccomll.win

mdwmmuuwlmummmwum
nwmum

developmentof the Council.

mwxwm“mmvmormwwms
mummmm

dmmninmmmmmuwmo(E
Uwhdsmmw

-flmmmofmudwmmwflsmkrwm
mmnusu

fim.mmwumwmmwmdthcc
qm\mu&m

mmmmmmmdwmm\ynusuumuo
tmmmdu

rueetingsunder its segis.

The two Governments,and the partics,

(|)m(uom\dfluufinnof-jv‘nlbodyhfin§flgmqfihneq
w murnbers of

members of MWMWNMWMWU.NMymmi
A«‘

uflmfltwflmmfllwfimflfllwfl:m Also
 1o have a role in

senninfiifldduNonlhcmmnl

(fi)mm-b\awmmmmcmuafim
ewflwwm

Mmevfumumy,wmwww
wemwnmm
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members with expertise ia socal, cultural, econoic and other issoes. The Forum 10

offes advics on ssucs sbiectof onsideration within the Council, ad
 to bave partculer

responsibilty for analysing and reporting on aspests of the 
‘medium-to-long, term

developmeat co-operation on the island.


