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cc PS/Secretary of State (B&L) - в
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Mr Holmes, No 10

CONVERSATION WITH DAVID TRIMBLE MP

CLOSED UNDER THE

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

I spoke on Sunday evening, 15 December, with DAimble.

2. In response to my inquiry as to how he had got on over the

weekend he denied doing anything but later allowed that he 'had met

with a few colleagues'.

3. I said I was glad some convergence had usefully developed

between UUP, SDLP and Alliance. Mr Trimble said he was not very

happy with what he had heard.

Mr Trimble was not

fully informed, and would have to catch himself on.

4. I said it was important that we try to get decommissioning

agreed and disposed of before the Christmas break. Then we could

get into 3 strands after Christmas. Mr Trimble didn't know about

that. He had hoped that HMG was developing its policy sensibly:

where did we stand? I said that we could conform to the parties

movement evidenced in the tripartite paper. Further expressions of

doubt and suspicion followed. The trouble was that NIO officials

kept telling his colleagues that HMG had the end of January in mind

for the entry of Sinn Fein. I said the Government had resolutely
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