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AorNer hindiay

TRIMBLE/LAKE

1. with their agreeme
nt, I accompanied David 

Trimble and Jim

Molyneaux when they c
alled on Tony Lake

 at the NSC las
t night.

The meeting went we
ll.

2. Trimble had origi
nally hoped that the Pre

sident would join

the discussion, and h
ad rashly told the p

ress that this wou
ld

happen. When he heard from
 the NSC, early yest

erday, that it

would not happen,
 he asked for Embas

sy activity to try 
to reverse

the schedulers' decis
ion. We did not in fact 

press the white

House to make cli
nton available - he w

as genuinely tied up
- but

we did establish th
at Gore would look 

in on the Lake meeting
, and

this duly happened.

about 20 minutes, and was
 particularly

3. Gore stayed for

friendly, engaging in 
some uncharacter

istic banter with

Molyneaux, and remini
scence about his alle

ged Irish ancestry. He

referred to his conv
ersation with the Prime M

inister in Lisbon,

and raised two poin
ts of substance, probing

 the UUP's reaction to

HMG's 28 November st
atement, and the current

 UUP view of parallel

decommissioning, on Mi
tchell lines. On the first point, Trimble

said that the 28 Nove
mber statement was acc

eptable to the UUP.

They might have worded ce
rtain sections differe

ntly, but they

could live with all 
of it. However, the odds were t

hat it would

not produce an IRA cease
-fire. As for decommissioning,

 the UP

was ready to accept that no
ne need take place before

 sinn Fem

entered talks: they must, 
however, have certainty th

at some would

start to happen shortly the
reafter. Lake sat up when Trimble

added that he thought the 
time might soon come

 when it would be

helpful to have Mitchell 
once again address the d

ecommissioning

conundrum. It was not clear prec
isely what Trimble mea

nt, but he

went on to say that the U
UP did not think the Dubli

n Government's

proposals for handling decommission
ing were serious: the

implication seemed to be that Mitchell
 might be asked to lean on

Picking up Gore's Lisbon reference, Trim
ble also

Dublin.
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suggested that some OSCE mech
anism, tested in Eastern

 Europe,

might have value in 
Northern Ireland. Again, I am not sure wha

t

he had in mind, and 
he dropped the point wh

en I expressed some

scepticism, ensuring t
hat the point was lo

st in light-hearte
d

Gore/Kerr banter.

4. These excnanges dia n
ot go very deep, and it 

seemed clear

that Gore's brief was
 not to lean hard on 

Trimble. When he

abandoned his cards, 
his only real point see

med to be that, if

there were an IRA cease-f
ire, the UUP should rea

ct imaginatively

and flexibly, not insis
ting on too long a co

oling off period

before sinn Fein could
 sit down with the UU

P and others. Quoting

the legendary master of m
alapropism, Yogi Berra, he sug

gested

that a cease-fire would
 face the UUP with "

an insurmountable

opportunity". Trimble's response was 
that the UUP had gone o

ut

on a limb before, in June
, and that he would be ready 

to do so

again, provided that an 
IRA cease-fire announceme

nt - which he

did not expect soon
was reasonably satisfactorily

 worded, and

was accompanied by clear evidenc
e of an end to arming,

targetting, and the preparation of 
future attacks.

5. This was also Trimble's main theme 
in the discussion with

Lake (and Soderberg), without Gore's 
participation. The UUP

wanted progress in the current talks, 
both substantively and

because evidence of progress without th
em was likely to be the

best form of pressure for an IRA cease-
fire, essential to sinn

Fein participation. He talked vaguely of the importance of
getting the three strands launched. Molyneaux also talked about

the case for establishing some new mechanisms, involving all
participating parties, to work on socio-economic issues: this
could be particularly valuable for the SDLP. Trimble stressed
the risks to the SDLP at the next Westminster election, and spelt
out to Lake how badly the UUP and SDLP had done in last May's
election. Lake asked, several times, whether Trimble coulan't
make more effort to establish a working relationship with Humе:
it transpired that neither Trimble or Molyneaux had had any
substantive meeting with Hume this autumn.

6. Lake argued that it was entirely reasonable for the UUP to
say that they would judge any IRA cease-fire announcement not
just by the words used, but also by the IRA's subsequent deeds:
however, it was unreasonable for the UUP not to recognise that
there would be no cease-fire announcement unless SF/IRA had some
advance undertaking that, given satisfactory deeds, they would
enter the talks by a set date. similarly, while acceptingTrimble's argument for progress in the talks as a way ofextracting a cease-fire announcement, he argued that Sinn Fein
would be in an impossible situation if, following a cease-fireannouncement, talks continued without their participation.Trimble said that the problem with setting a fixed date was thatit would tend to override the subsequent assessment of deeds; buthe added - more than once - that he would have no difficulty withan indication that, provided deeds matched words, Sinn Pein couldjoin the talks within "a few weeks" of a cease-fire announcement.Lake and Soderberg both made careful notes of this point: I
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expect John Holmes 
will near about it f

rom them. Molyneaux

intervened to say that
 the most important contri

bution the Us

could make would b
e to convince the IR

A that Us displeasure
 would

be severe if a cease-fir
e proved, in the event, phoney.

7. In a subsequent discussi
on with soderberg, Trimble

volunteered another 
possible role for th

e US Adminístration
.

Perhaps in their di
alogue with SF/IRA the

y could establish how

long, after an an
nouncement, it would t

ake to wind dow
n terrorist

operations and prepar
ations, and could est

ablish bench-marks f
or

progress in the pr
ocess which would be

 publicly visible, a
nd

would thus help to conv
ince public opinion th

at a cease-fir
e

wasn't phoney. I thought this a rat
her rash suggestion

, and said

s0: Molyneaux told T
rimble, after Soder

berg had gone, that 
he

agreed with me. I fear that Soderbe
rg may take it seri

ously: the

obvious risk is that i
t might lead her agai

n to try to produce an

agreed definition of Trim
ble's "few weeks".

8. As this record shows,
 Trimble was in a concil

iatory mood.

This was also cle
ar at my lunch for 

him: both Tom Foley 
and Peter

King remarked afterw
ards that he was much 

less prickly than on

earlier visits. I don't think he took a
way any continuing

grievances about not havi
ng seen the President

: the fact that his

meeting with Lake/Gore ran
 for 80 minutes, and that

 on the Hill

he had had short me
etings with the Republi

can Leadership in both

Houses (Lott and Gingrich
), gave him plenty to te

ll the press

about high-level attention.
 He went out of his wa

y to say nice

things in private about the 
Embassy's support.

Yuss evw,

u Kew.
John Kerr

cc: John Holmes Esq, PS/NO 10

Richard Lemon Esq, PS/Mr Ancram, NIB

Donald Lamont Esq, RID, FCO
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