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28 November 1996

De ken,

HUME/ADAMS

Thank you for your letter of last night, with the recommendations on

handling and the covering statement. On the latter, the Prime Minister does not

believe that we can say in terms that Sinn Fein could enter the talks after the
Christmas break. He is also anxious to avoid the covering text giving the
impression that we are obsessed with finding a way of bringing Sinn Fein into
the talks, or sounding too defensive. I attach a revised version which takes

account of these concerns and with which the Prime Minister is content.

The Prime Minister has considered whether we should wait for the

outcome of the latest meeting between Irish officials and Sinn Fein this evening,
with a view to publication tomorrow. But he has concluded that this would be

unlikely to ease the problems we face with the Irish and that we should

therefore stick to our intention of publication later today, subject to Cabinet
agreement.

Yunsee

du
JOHN HOLMES

K. Lindsay, Esq.,
Northern Ireland Office.
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DRAFT STATEMENT

NORTHERN IRELAND

The Government wishes to set out the facts about recent contacts 
with John

Hume and explain its position on the possibility of a new IRA ceasefire.

Mr. Hume has suggested to the Prime Minister over the last 
few months that a

new IRA ceasefire, which would in his view this time become permanent, is

available if the Government clarifies its position on various issues, including the

nature of the Belfast talks, decommissioning and possible future confidence-

building measures.

The Prime Minister has consistently made clear the Government's position that

we would welcome a new ceasefire but that we are sceptical about how credible

it would be. The Prime Minister has also said from the start that there could be

no question of changing our policy, or negotiating with Sinn Fein, to achieve a

new ceasefire, which should be declared without further prevarication.

However, he has added that he was prepared to re-state existing policy if that

would help.

The Prime Minister accordingly gave Mr. Hume in July the terms of a possible

re-statement. Mr. Hume subsequently suggested different forms of words

which did not, however, properly reflect the Government's position. The Prime

Minister sent Mr. Hume a further text on 23 November. This text included our

views, in the light of continuing IRA attacks, notably on the Thiepval Barracks,

Lisburn, on the terms and process of entry to apply after any restored IRA
ceasefire.

This British Government text is attached. It describes a position which we

believe to be fair, balanced and reasonable.
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If Sinn Fein want to join the talks, it is for the IRA to declare a restoration of
their ceasefire in terms which are convincingly unequivocal, indicate the
intention that this ceasefire should be lasting, and reflect commitment to
exclusively peaceful means. If this was followed by the absence of paramilitary
activity, including targeting, surveillance and weapons preparation, the way
would be open for the Secretary of State to invite Sinn Fein to participate in the

negotiations on an equal basis with other parties, in accordance with the
legislation setting up the talks.

The statement attached does not determine how early Sinn Fein can join the
talks after a ceasefire. That depends on the words and deeds of the IRA and
Sinn Fein. The Government is not erecting new hurdles.

If Sinn Fein continue to exclude themselves from the talks, the talks must of
course go on without them.


