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FROM: Veronica Sutheria
nd, HMA, Dublin

DATE: 28 November 1996

:רה
PS/Secretary of Sta

te (B&L) - в

PS/sir John W
heeler (B&L) 

- B

PS/Michael Ancram
 (L&B)

PS/PUS (B&L) -R

PS/sir David rel1-
 B

Mr Steele -

Mr Bell - B

Mr Thomas - B

Mr Leaoh - B

Mr Watkins - B

Mr wood (B&L)-B

Mr Cornick -

Mr Hill (B&L)

Mr Maccabe - B

Mr Perry B

Mr PriesllyB
Ms JudeB

-B

Ms Mapstone - B

Ma Bharucha -B

Mr Holmes, No. 10 (by fax)

FG.02

JH
Mr Budd

dutra

Mr Budd, Cabinet Office 
(by fax)

TO: J stephens Esq, NIO, London

REACTION TO PRIME MINISTE
R’S STATEMENT ON NORTHERN IR

ELAND:

28 NOVEMBER

1. we have spoken to a number of our go
vernment contacts and all

have given the roughly similar messa
ge.

2. Sean Donlon, whom I trust to give a rea
sonably balanced and

objective view, said that the Taioseach felt personally bruised

that the statement had issued unilater
ally, without the Irish

government being party to it. The Irish felt very strongly that

progress in the peace process was only made wh
en the two

governments acted together. They were particularly concerned in

this instance at the timing. The statement came only hours before

Irish government officials were due to meet
 members of Sinn Fein

this evening.

3. inepite of feeling let down by the way events had developed,
the Irish government were doing their best to find passages in the
statement which offered the opportunity for progress to be made.
As far as the main statement was concerned, this was proving very
difficult. This was particularly unfortunate because Sinn Fein
would focus on the statement itself rather than on supporting
material and comments.
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. I did not prolong this 
convereation, not least 

because Donlon

had come out of a 
meeting of officiala to

 speak to me. I did

however, point to p
assages onthe seco

nd page of the Pr
ime

Minister's atatemen
t in the House whi

ch should offer 
pointers to

the way forwa
rd in particular the passage re

ferring

to the Secretary of sta
te inviting Sinn Fein to 

participate in th

negolialions on an
 equal basis, follow

ed by the reference to

adjournment of he
 talks.

5. David Cooney expres
sed similar sentiment

s. He said that we

should not underes
timate the extent of the Ta

oiseach's anger. 
The

DFA had hoped up
 until 1514 this aft

ernoon that the Pri
me Minister

would not make
 the statement.

 They were still co
nsidering how

best to react publi
cly, but Cooney warned that we could no

t expect

an casy ride.
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