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The work of  archivists, librarians, and volunteers in 
preserving the documentary record of  the Troubles 
and peace process underpins much academic 
research, public policy-making, journalism, and 
the arts, and yet it rarely receives the recognition 
or sustained investment and support it deserves. 

The artefacts and documents selected for this 
brochure illustrate the diversity of  holdings and 
institutions involved. Ranging from ephemera to 
state papers and official oral history collections, 
each exhibit offers a unique insight into an 
individual, a community, or an institution. A petrol 
receipt submitted as part of  a 1969 expense claim 
provides a glimpse into the bureaucracy of  the 
Battle of  the Bogside; Martin Sutton’s Index of  
Deaths, an internment Christmas card, and the 
Prison Memories Archive are timely reminders of  
the human cost of  the conflict; correspondence 
between Fr Alec Reid and John Hume and an 
extract of  the New Ireland Forum Report record 
the painstaking drafting and redrafting of  text, 
refining thinking and coining phrases that have 
stood the test of  time; later submissions record the 
diligence of  civil servants and take us on the final 

journey to the agreement, including the formation 
of  the Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition, 
eleventh hour negotiations, and the international 
recognition of  the achievement.   

Some of  these artefacts and documents are held 
in the heart of  the communities to which they 
pertain, while others, such as Senator George 
J. Mitchell’s papers at Bowdoin College, are 
thousands of  miles away. Projects like CAIN and 
Quill enable access around the world, facilitating 
more nuanced analysis of  how progress was made 
and greater understanding of  the challenges faced 
by those involved.

We owe a debt of  gratitude to the archival 
community which stewards these collections, but 
also to the individuals and families which have 
made them available. Time is of  an essence to 
ensure the documentary history of  some of  the 
most important decades in the history of  these 
islands is preserved, inspiring future generations 
to embrace compromise and continue to work for 
solutions to seemingly intractable problems.

Introduction
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Archiving Conflict  
and Reconciliation Project
About The Project 
The Archiving Conflict and Reconciliation project 
was funded by the Government of  Ireland 
Reconciliation Fund through a grant to Pembroke 
College, Oxford. Its aim was to foster collaboration 
and workshop shared approaches to archival 
material relating to Northern Ireland, improving 
accessibility for end users and facilitating the use 
of  digital tools. 

Symposia took place at Dublin Castle in February 
2025 and at Hillsborough Castle in June 2025. 
These events brought together archivists, librarians, 
and others from more than twenty institutions to 
review the current archival landscape and share 
ideas about how the history and legacy of  the 
conflict and peace process might best be preserved 
for future generations. The first workshop focused 
on the role of  the archivist, covering topics 
such as managing relationships with depositors, 
trauma-informed practice, and regulations around 
the release of  state papers. The dialogues at 
Hillsborough Castle in June were more outward-
facing, looking at public engagement, education, 
and creating an online presence.

The outputs of  this project, including an online 
index of  archival material relating to Northern 
Ireland and resources for archivists will be 
published on the Writing Peace section of  the 
Quill website in July 2025: www.quillproject.net. 

The Writing Peace Index: An Online 
Gateway to Archival Collections on 
the Northern Ireland Peace Process

The Writing Peace Index is an online resource 
designed to enhance access to archival materials 
relating to the peace process in Northern Ireland. 
Given the scale and complexity of  the archival 
network, users often struggle to locate the specific 
records they need—or remain unaware of  relevant 
collections altogether. The Writing Peace Index 
will address this challenge; the Index will act as 
a valuable tool by serving as a central hub, where 
users can discover collections embedded within 
their historical and thematic context. 

For archivists and archival institutions, the Index 
acts as a valuable tool to increase the visibility of  
their holdings, directing users from the Index to 
the original repositories’ websites. As an online 
resource, the Writing Peace Index also enables 
the generation of  timeline visualisations, offering 
users a clearer understanding of  how particular 
records and collections fit within the chronological 
landscape surrounding the peace process. This 
added context helps users make more informed 
decisions about which collections to explore. 

Ultimately, the goal of  the Writing Peace Index 
is to create a user-friendly gateway that brings 
together scattered resources, facilitating research 
and promoting a deeper engagement with the 
archival records of  Northern Ireland’s journey 
toward peace.
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Museum of   
Free Derry
Derry - www.museumoffreederry.org/

Archive Information
The Museum of  Free Derry (MoFD) focuses on 
the period 1968–1972, popularly known as Free 
Derry, that includes the civil rights era, Battle 
of  the Bogside, Internment, Bloody Sunday and 
Operation Motorman. The Museum is in Glenfada 
Park in the Bogside, part of  Free Derry, and on 
the site of  Bloody Sunday. Our physical collection 
of  circa 20,000 documents and artefacts covering 
the conflict and related fields is housed on-site at 
the Museum, and is mainly accessible to the public 
through the core exhibition. Our digital collection 
is accessible on-site by appointment (but will 
eventually be available online). The MoFD also 
has a growing LGBTQ archive, used to produce 
the Queering the North exhibition, with another 
exhibition in development, and shares ownership 
of  the Peter Moloney collection. MoFD is 
currently developing the North West Civil Rights 
Archive, which will extend our collection to 
include women, workers, immigrants, language, 
LGBTQIA+ and disability rights, among others.

Collections Information
The conflict-related collection held by MoFD 
is circa 20,000 physical items, many of  them of  
major historical importance. Most of  the collection 
is documentary, with a smaller percentage of  
physical artefacts. Virtually all of  the collection 
has come from donations by members of  the 
local community. The focus of  the collection is 
the civil rights and Free Derry period, but there 
are significant collections relating to other areas 
of  the conflict. This includes substantial prison 
material in the posters collection, queer activism 
in ‘Queering the North’, and a new focus on other 
rights-based issues through the developing North 

West Civil Rights Archive. Public access to the 
collection is generally through the Museum of  Free 
Derry, with our main artefacts and documents on 
permanent display for visitors. The museum also 
regularly curates temporary exhibitions which go 
beyond the core theme of  Free Derry. MoFD also 
has access to a large digital collection containing 
tens of  thousands of  scanned photographs, 
posters, etc. covering the entirety of  the conflict 
and a range of  viewpoints. Access to our digital 
collection is available by appointment in a 
dedicated space within the museum, where visitors 
can browse 43,000+ digital files.

Exhibit 
This is a very significant document from our 
collection and display, which came from a donation 
of  items relating to the Derry Citizens’ Defence 
Association (DCDA), an organisation active in 
late 1969.   This receipt for petrol, some of  which 
was for the petrol bombs used in the Battle of  
the Bogside, tells us so much about this period. 
It wasn’t just ‘young hooligans’ rioting, it was an 
entire community in revolt, and the organisation 
of  it, including the detailed paperwork that was 
kept, shows the involvement of  other members 
of  the community—the business people, the 
schoolteachers, the older generation—who were 
as much a part of  the Battle of  the Bogside as 
those on the frontlines. DCDA treasurer Johnny 
McDevitt saved all of  the paperwork from 
this period showing the spend of  all donations 
that came in to the DCDA, and the level of  
organisation that was involved. His family donated 
the collection to the museum after his death.
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Battle of  the Bogside Petrol Receipt, DCDA, August 1969
© Museum of  Free Derry
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CAIN  
Conflict Archive on the INternet
Derry - www.cain.ulster.ac.uk/

Collections Information
CAIN is a freely available, digital archive of  source 
materials and information on ‘the Troubles’ 
(from 1968 to 2007) and politics in Northern 
Ireland. The bulk of  the information is in the 
form of  text (mostly available via databases, or 
within PDF files), but there are also thousands of  
photographs. The site is intended for those with 
an interest in the Northern Ireland conflict. While 
initially aimed at an academic audience, it has 
been used widely outside that sector by private 
individuals, community groups, organisations, 
agencies, media, etc. CAIN has worked with 
contributors from a wide range of  backgrounds 
to help them digitise their content and make it 
available as an associated site within CAIN.  
CAIN staff  also worked on a separate but related 
website entitled, Accounts of  the Conflict.

Exhibit
Malcolm Sutton’s ‘An Index of  Deaths from the 
Conflict in Ireland, 1969–2001’.  The Index of  
Deaths on CAIN is an extended and updated 
version of  the book that Malcolm Sutton 
published in 1994.  Permission to hold the 
searchable database was provided by Malcolm 
Sutton, who also undertook additional research to 
answer the hundreds of  queries that arrived into 
CAIN once the material was first made available.  
Due to this public feedback the accuracy of  the 
information was gradually improved over time.  
It is an important memorial to those killed as a 
result of  the conflict.
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Sutton, Malcolm. (2001). Sutton Index of  Deaths, 1969–2001. (A searchable 
database of  information on all the deaths that occurred as a result of  the 
conflict).  CAIN: http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/sutton/  [13871]
© Malcolm Sutton
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University of   
Galway Library
Galway - www.library.universityofgalway.ie/

Archive Information
The heritage collections of  University of  Galway 
Library comprise over 400 collections dating from 
the fifteenth century. The archives collect and 
preserve a historical and contemporary record of  
life, society, and culture on the island of  Ireland 
and beyond, in English and in Irish. From our 
bilingual heartland in the west of  Ireland, the 
archive collections present cultural treasures that 
enable new discoveries and inspire new teaching, 
studies, learning, collaborations, exhibitions, and 
more through a tangible means of  exploring and 
understanding the past. We share our collections 
digitally with users all over the world, connecting 
all to the histories and memories within the 
archives. Areas of  collection strengths include 
landscape and folklore of  the west of  Ireland, 
Irish music and language, landed estates, business 
records, theatre, film and performing arts, 
literature in English and Irish, photographs, and 
a large collection relating to politics, conflict, and 
human rights in Northern Ireland.

Collections Information
An extensive body of  archives relate to politics, 
conflict, and human rights in Northern Ireland, 
including the archives of: 
• Brendan Duddy, mediator and peacemaker who 

maintained a backchannel of  communication 
between paramilitary groups and British 
intelligence beginning in mid-1970s. Key papers 
relate to negotiations during the 1981 hunger 
strikes at the Maze Prison. 

• Hugh Logue – collection includes early party 
papers of  SDLP, economic and policy writings, 
testimony to the Saville Tribunal, advisor to 
Seamus Mallon at OFMDFM and post-Belfast 
Good Friday Agreement. 

• Kevin Boyle, academic and lawyer, including 
papers relating to Northern Ireland Civil Rights, 
The New Ireland Forum, Saville Tribunal, 
human rights and legal cases. 

• Mary Robinson, former President of  Ireland. 
Papers relate to the New-Ireland Forum, the 
Anglo-Irish Agreement, as well as extensive 
engagement with Northern Ireland communities 
and politics throughout her Presidency. 

• Conradh na Gaeilge – key papers relate to 
language rights and prisoners’ rights in Northern 
Ireland, the Hunger Strikes in the 1980s. Maurice 
Hayes, civil servant and senator, with papers 
covering community and public governance 
in Northern Ireland from the 1970s, including 
policing, power-sharing, and development. 

• Ruairí Ó’Brádaigh – papers relate to his 
involvement in the Republican Movement, 
including the Feakle Talks (1974) and cease-fire 
negotiations (1975). 

• Paddy McMenamin, papers include a 
photograph album taken within Long Kesh 
prison huts and cages, and hand-made prisoner 
magazines.

Exhibit
Signed copy of  the New Ireland Forum Report 
from the archive of  Hugh Logue. The signed copy 
of  the Forum report contains the signatures of  
forty-three individuals connected to the Forum, its 
submissions, workings, and final findings through 
1983 and 1984. The Forum was an important 
development at its time (the early 1980s) and while 
not enacting the firm roadmap towards peace and 
stability in Northern Ireland that it hoped, it was 
an important moment in Anglo-Irish political 
relations ahead of  later events, such as the 1985 
Anglo-Irish Agreement, that followed.
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Signed Copy of  New Ireland Forum Report,  
POL42/12, Hugh Logue Archive, University of  Galway Library
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Northern Ireland  
Conflict Archive
Belfast - www.librariesni.org.uk

Archive Information
The Northern Ireland Conflict Archive at 
Belfast Central Library consists of  around 
1000 items. The material comprises pamphlets, 
leaflets, correspondence, ephemera, posters, 
postcards, greetings cards, badges, stickers, 
audio visual material and photographs 
representing a cross section of  Northern 
Ireland political opinion. Most of  the material 
dates from the late 1960s to the mid 1980s, 
with a small amount of  material having been 
collected since then. There is also a collection 
of  documents belonging to Sam Smyth relating 
to Unionism and Loyalism. There are no special 
conditions for access and no appointments or 
references are needed.

Collections Information
Other relevant collections are held by Libraries 
NI. The Newspaper Library is also held in 
Belfast Central Library and along with issues 
of  the Belfast newspapers, we hold provincial 
and Republic of  Ireland papers, as well as small 
ephemeral newspapers. Omagh Library holds 
the Omagh Bomb Archive. Since 1998, library 
staff  have collected and collated information 
relating to the tragic events of  15th August 
1998 and its aftermath, with a view to creating 
an archive. Derry Central Library holds around 
5,000 books and journals of  the Peter Moloney 
Collection on the Troubles. 

Exhibit
The document chosen is a Christmas card from 
1973. It highlights the third year of  internment 
and the effect on families. Imprisoned fathers 
are shown on the cover, while the inside features 
an illustration of  a mother and children with 
an empty chair beside a Christmas tree. It was 
produced by the Association for Legal Justice. 
The card had been sent in Christmas 1973 and 
was donated to the library at a later date. 
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The Linen Hall
Belfast - www.linenhall.com/

Archive Information
The Political Collection at the Linen Hall began in 
1968 with one civil rights leaflet and today contains 
some 350,000 items. It is the definitive archive of  The 
Troubles and beyond, charting from the emergence of  
the civil rights movement, through the peace process to 
our post conflict society. It is a living collection, by and 
for the community, which is added to by acquisition 
and donation. Encompassing political, social and 
economic history, it elucidates the lived experience, 
is the people’s history and our collective memory. 
As material was collected contemporaneously, the 
collection contains a significant number of  items which 
exist in no other collections. The political collection is 
freely accessible to all via Level 4 of  the Linen Hall, 
with digitised content available via our website.

Collections Information
The political collection holds over 20,000 books and 
pamphlets; 5000+ original political posters; 2000+ 
periodical titles and community newsletters; 100,000+ 
items of  ephemera including handbills; flyers; and 
leaflets from early civil rights leaflets to the most 
recent election materials; thousands of  letters and 
correspondence; insightful photographic collections; 
and newspapers and press cuttings spanning decades. 
The countless objects and artefacts are a highlight—
badges, keyrings, mugs, t-shirts; prison art; smuggled 
‘comms’; prison escape plans; defaced coins; and 
conflict textiles. There is an original political cartoon 
collection, and hand annotated political speeches 
collection. And there are several hundred personal 
and organisation archives—such as archives of  the 
Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association; Paddy 
Devlin; Peace People; Northern Ireland Women’s Right 
Movement; Women Together; Belfast Trades Council; 
Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition; Geraldine 
Finucane; All Children Together; Falls Community 
Council; Baroness May Blood; and QueerSpace. The 
collection encompasses Traveller history; women’s 
history; working class history; Trade Union history; 
LGBTQIA+ history; peace and reconciliation studies, 
and contemporary collecting. We collect around climate 

change and environmental campaigning; mental 
health; activism; and contemporary civil rights issues 
such as period poverty; housing; and violence against 
women and girls. And there is a growing collection of  
insightful oral histories.

Exhibit
The Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition was a 
cross-community political party founded in 1996 that 
addressed gender imbalance and the lack of  women’s 
representation in politics. Monica McWilliams and 
Pearl Sagar were the first in the Coalition to successfully 
attain seats in the Northern Ireland Forum following 
the 1996 elections. Informed by the core principles of  
inclusion, equality, and human rights, the all-women 
party played a key role in the multi-party negotiations 
that culminated in the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement. 
Monica McWilliams, co-founder of  the party, became 
a signatory to the Agreement, representing a small 
percentage of  women peace treaty signatories across 
the world. Often met with a backlash of  hostility from 
their male peers, the Coalition challenged sexism and 
gender discrimination by encouraging women from all 
backgrounds, and communities, to engage with and 
participate in politics, effecting change for fairer and 
more equal political participation. The NIWC sizeable 
archive at the Linen Hall contains election ephemera, 
newspaper clippings, press releases, correspondence, 
photographs, speech transcripts, meeting minutes, 
and manifestos. We have chosen this photograph 
to represent the archive as it shows the Coalition 
campaigning for a yes vote during the Agreement 
referendum just outside the Linen Hall building in 
1998. It was a full circle moment when the NIWC 
archive was donated to the Linen Hall.
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NIPC/NIWC
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Writing Peace:  
George J. Mitchell Collection
Oxford - www.quillproject.net/resource_collections/125.

Folder 10: Final Agreement Documents, 30 March to 10 April (Volume 1) [3], Box 911, Subseries 2 (M202.7.2) 
Commission Documents (1995-1998), Series 7 (M202.7) Northern Ireland Records (1995-2008), George J. Mitchell 
Papers, George J. Mitchell Department of  Special Collections & Archives, Bowdoin College Library, Brunswick, 
Maine, digitized by the Quill Project at https://www.quillproject.net/resource_collections/125/resource_item/25886. 

Archive Information
Writing Peace is an initiative of  the Quill Project at 
Pembroke College and the Faculty of  History at 
Oxford University to create a unique collection and 
visualisation of  primary source material relating to 
the peace process, allowing users to understand the 
context within which key decisions and compromises 
were made, the origins of  particular phrases, and the 
developing roles of  individuals and political parties. It 
includes collections of  papers from a range of  actors 
as well as selections of  state papers from both the 
British and Irish governments.

Collections Information
The Senator George J. Mitchell collection comprises a 
selection of  the papers held at the George J. Mitchell 
Special Collection and Archives at Bowdoin College 
Library. All of  the papers are taken from Subseries 
2 of  the Northern Ireland series (M202.7.2), which 
contains Senator Mitchell’s papers from the period 
1995–1998, relating to his work as chairman first of  
the International Body on Arms Decommissioning, 
and then of  the 1996–1998 Multi-Party Talks which 
resulted in the Good Friday Agreement. Boxes 910, 911 
and 912, from which this document is taken, include 
the bulk of  Senator Mitchell’s copies of  official papers 
pertaining to the 1996–1998 negotiations and his 
copies of  the official minutes. For further information 
about the collection, please visit Bowdoin College 
Library’s website at the following link: https://library.
bowdoin.edu/arch/george-j-mitchell/.

Exhibit
This document, drawn from the selection of  Senator 
Mitchell’s papers available to view on the Quill website, 
captures confidential notes on bilateral meetings held 
on 7 April 1998 during the negotiations leading to 
the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement. It is particularly 
valuable as it reveals the candid positions of  a range 
of  parties—initially the Alliance Party, UUP, PUP—
with later pages covering the views of  the NIWC, 
UDP and SDLP. While only the first page is visible 
here, the full document illustrates how these private 
bilaterals gave mediators critical insights into party 
concerns, red lines, and potential compromises. The 
document’s provenance underscores its authenticity 
and centrality: Mitchell, as independent chair of  the 
talks, was uniquely placed to document the behind-
the-scenes dynamics of  the negotiations. This record is 
especially significant because it highlights how bilateral 
engagements—not just the plenary sessions—were 
instrumental in shaping consensus. It demonstrates 
the complexity and delicacy of  the negotiations, and 
the document’s detail and tone provide a rare glimpse 
into the mechanics of  conflict resolution at a pivotal 
moment in Northern Ireland’s history, a few days 
before the signature of  the agreement.

© The Quill Project has received one-time, non-exclusive use of  the papers in this collection from Bowdoin College 
Library to make them available online as part of  Writing Peace.
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National Archives  
of  Ireland
Dublin - www.nationalarchives.ie/plan-a-visit/readers-ticket

Archive Information
The National Archives in Dublin was established under 
the National Archives Act 1986 merging the holdings 
of  the Public Record Office of  Ireland and the State 
Paper Office of  Ireland. As the official archive of  
central government, we preserve, manage and provide 
access to records of  State and also to private collections 
that complement our official holdings. Currently, the 
National Archives are preparing for the release of  the 
1926 Census in April 2026. The National Archives is 
also involved in the creation of  the National Centre 
for Research and Remembrance. It will preserve and 
provide access to records relating to the State’s role in the 
operation and oversight of  a wide range of  institutions 
in Ireland in the 20th century. The National Archives’ 
Reading Room is open to the public with a valid reader’s 
ticket. For more information visit our website at Readers 
Ticket | The National Archives of  Ireland.

Collections Information
Since the National Archives (Amendment) Act 2018 
was enacted to introduce a 20 year release period for 
state records relating to Northern Ireland and the 
peace process, the Department of  Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, along with the Department of  the Taoiseach, 
Department of  Justice, and the Office of  the Attorney 
General have transferred thousands of  files for release 
to the public, to the National Archives from the 
period 1990–2004.  The records of  the Department 
of  Foreign Affairs and Trade make up over 7000 of  
these files, and establish a comprehensive collection 
relating to a key chapter in recent Irish history that 
contributes to a deeper understanding of  the Irish 
Government’s role in the Northern Ireland Peace 
Process. The collection represents the core work of  
the Department in its engagement with all sections of  
the community in Northern Ireland and in particular, 
its role during the period leading up to the signing 
of  the Good Friday Agreement. The records of  
the Department’s Anglo-Irish Division also include 
those of  Anglo-Irish Secretariat Belfast, established 
under the Anglo-Irish Agreement (1985), the 

British-Irish Intergovernmental Secretariat Belfast, 
established under the Good Friday Agreement (1998) 
for the British–Irish Council, and the North South 
Ministerial Council Joint Secretariat, Armagh, and 
encompass not only reports of  high-level Ministerial 
meetings, but also representations made by members 
of  the public to the Department, reports of  
community engagement, and the continued support 
for organisations across communities through the 
work of  the International Fund for Ireland and the 
Reconciliation Fund.

Exhibit
Whilst the collection holds records that document the 
work of  the Department of  Foreign Affairs throughout 
the peace process along significant milestones and 
political developments, it is the everyday role of  civil 
servants on the ground that can often be overlooked. 
For example, weekly briefs and reports by Anglo-
Irish Division incorporate updates from the Belfast 
Secretariat, the ‘travellers’ in Anglo-Irish Division, and 
the Embassies in London and Washington. These briefs 
were sent to political and official principals in Dublin, 
and were central to keeping those involved informed 
of  all developments, maintaining a unified approach, 
and determining the reach of  Dublin in the lead-up 
to all-party negotiations. These files are an invaluable 
source of  information providing insight that formed 
the basis for the Irish Government’s decision-making 
process. While the 1994 ceasefire was the key focus 
of  the period, Anglo-Irish Division continued its work 
on more routine issues including the matter of  British 
security forces incursions and incidents, the pursuit of  
fair employment in Northern Ireland, and cross-border 
co-operation on education and health. The files from 
this period capture the tension of  the ceasefire and the 
sensitivity of  the arms decommissioning problem, but 
also the every-day work of  the Department to engage, 
progress, and shape change. This record represents 
the regular contact made by both sides, reporting 
security incidents and representing the complaints and 
allegations made by the public.
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Title: Monitoring the Ceasefire: Note to the Irish Side
Ref: National Archives, DFA2021/49/85

© Reproduced by kind permission of  the Director of  the National Archives, Ireland
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Cardinal Tomás Ó Fiaich  
Memorial Library & Archive
Armagh - www.ofiaich.ie

Opposite: OFCA 07/4/053 Cardinal Ó Fiaich Library & Archive Armagh

Archive Information
The Cardinal Tomás Ó Fiaich Memorial Library & 
Archive is a free, independent, public reference library 
and archive situated in Armagh, the ecclesiastical 
capital of  Ireland. It houses a number of  specialist 
collections of  national and international importance.

Collections Information
The archive holds specialist collections on Irish cultural 
heritage, church, history, sports, diaspora and language. 
It also houses several unique collections relating to the 
Troubles in Northern Ireland from 1969.

Exhibit
Correspondence from Fr Alec Reid to Cardinal Ó 
Fiaich [undated, c.1989–1990] in which the former sets 
out a suggested agenda for a meeting to agree a joint 
strategy for Nationalist parties that would contribute 
to a common approach to solving the conflict and 
reach a lasting peace settlement.

Opposite: © Cardinal Tomás Ó Fiaich Memorial Library & Archive. Used with permission.
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Public Record Office  
of  Northern Ireland (PRONI)
Belfast 
www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/public-record-office-northern-ireland-proni

Archive Information
The Public Record Office of  Northern Ireland 
(PRONI) is the official archive for Northern Ireland and 
an accredited archive service. PRONI has a statutory 
role for the reception, preservation and provision 
of  access to records established under the Public 
Records Act (Northern Ireland) 1923 as amended by 
the Freedom of  Information Act 2000. PRONI has 
a unique archival role in the context of  these islands, 
providing an integrated archival service that equates 
to covering the functions of  a Public Record Office, 
the manuscript department of  a National Library and 
county record offices for the six counties of  Northern 
Ireland. From its earliest days, PRONI has attempted 
to seek out records covering all aspects of  Northern 
Ireland’s archival heritage and community memory.

Collections Information
PRONI holds over three million documents 
on a range of  formats relating chiefly, but not 
exclusively, to Northern Ireland. PRONI’s holdings 
include a wide range of  conflict-related archives 
from both official and privately deposited sources. 
Records such as government files and court records 
sit alongside letters, photographs, oral history 
recordings and moving image footage providing 
multiple perspectives on the past. Partnerships, such 
as those with Ulster University’s Conflict Archive 
on the Internet (CAIN) and the Prisons Memory 
Archive Advisory Group, help PRONI’s conflict-
related archives reach a wider audience.

Exhibit
The image oppoite is a still from John Hetherington’s 
oral history recording as part of  the Prisons Memory 
Archive (PMA) project. John Hetherington talks about 
working as a prison officer from 1974 to 2004 and the 
impact this experience had on him. The PMA (PRONI 
catalogue reference number D4616) comprises filmed 
walk-and-talk recordings made in Armagh Gaol in 
2006 and the Maze and Long Kesh Prison in 2007. 
The archive includes contributions from a range 
of  constituencies including prison staff, prisoners, 
relatives, tutors, chaplains, lawyers, doctors, probation 
officers and maintenance workers. This approach was 
grounded in the understanding that narratives from 
the past are contested and that it is important to hear 
and see the story from many perspectives. Drawing 
on the oral-history tradition of  ‘life-storytelling’, 
the project attempted to minimise the levels of  
mediation between participant and filmmaker and 
viewer. Participants were brought back to the empty 
sites of  the Maze and Long Kesh Prison and Armagh 
Gaol where the sites helped trigger the participants’ 
memories. A partnership between PRONI, Queen’s 
University Belfast and the PMA Advisory Group 
funded by the NLHF preserved the recordings and 
encourage public access to them and engagement with 
the range of  experiences encapsulated within them.
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Still from John Hetherington’s recording
© Image reproduced courtesy of  PRONI and the Prisons Memory Archive
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Special Collections & Archives,  
Queen’s University Belfast 
Belfast - www.qub.ac.uk/specialcollections

Archive Information
Special Collections provides access to the Library’s 
rare and early printed books, maps, photographs 
and manuscript collections, as well as more modern 
material relating to Ireland and Ulster in particular. 
The books, pamphlets, manuscripts, correspondence, 
photographs, and maps held in Special Collections 
are considered to be of  lasting research value.  The 
institutional archive of  Queen’s University Belfast is 
also accessible via Special Collections & Archives. 
It includes records pertaining to the history and 
development of  Queen’s from its foundation as a 
Queen’s College in 1845 through to its establishment 
as an independent university in 1908 to the present 
day. Special Collections & Archives is open to 
anyone who wishes to make use of  our resources. 
If  you are interested in visiting, please contact us to 
arrange consultation.

Collections Information
Queen’s holds significant modern political 
collections, which have grown substantially in recent 
years. These collections include the personal papers 
of  Lord Trimble, Lord Alderdice, and Professor 
McWilliams.   The Trimble Collection (MS 86) 
includes personal diaries, political correspondence, 
and other correspondence related to the conflict, 
peace process, and decommissioning.   The 
Alderdice Collection (MS 88) is a rich and varied 
collection which includes extensive detail on 
Lord Alderdice’s role in the peace process as well 
as his contribution to liberal politics and conflict 
resolution internationally.   Queen’s also holds the 
McWilliams Collection (MS 87), which provides 
insights from the pre-talks phase through to the 
Good Friday Agreement and its implementation.  
The Scarman Tribunal Collection (MS 33) includes 
exhibits, evidence, and submissions gathered as part 
of  the Report of  Tribunal of  Inquiry, ‘Violence and 

Civil Disturbances in Northern Ireland in 1969’.  
The Trial and Appeals Collection (MS 73) addresses 
the cases which led to the establishment of  the 
Criminal Cases Review Commission, including 
prosecution witness statements and documentary 
exhibits from the trials of  the Birmingham Six, 
Guildford Four, and Maguire Seven.  Queen’s 
holds seven further relevant collections, some of  
which are in the early stages of  processing or under 
embargo, including a collection of  papers relating 
to the Bloody Sunday Inquiry (MS 96). 

Exhibit
The Stained Letter from the Trimble Collection (MS 86) 
has been selected for inclusion in the brochure due to 
its significance. The letter, from the afternoon of  10th 
April 1998, provided an assurance from Tony Blair that 
he would support change if  it appeared as though the 
exclusion provisions set out in Strand 1, Paragraph 25 
of  the Good Friday Agreement were ineffective. As 
the Unionist talks team were unwilling to proceed with 
this aspect of  the Agreement as written, the assurance 
given in this letter marked the turning point and formed 
the basis for the decision to support the Agreement. 
When addressing the media following signature, David 
Trimble quoted from the letter which was stained as a 
result of  the snowfall that day.

Opposite: © MS 86 Trimble Collection - Stained Letter
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Redemptorist Dublin  
Province Archive
Dundalk - www.redemptorists.ie/about/library

Archive Information
The Redemptorist Dublin Province Archive contains 
the records of  the Redemptorists in Ireland from 
1851 onwards. The aim of  the Province Archive is 
to document the experiences and activities of  the 
Redemptorists in Ireland by collecting, preserving, and 
making accessible documents created by, or relating to, 
the Redemptorists, collectively and individually. The 
purpose is to safeguard the historical documents and 
acquire material that will support future research and 
contribute to the preservation of  the cultural heritage 
and history of  the Redemptorists in Ireland. The 
Province Archive is open by appointment only and to 
contact the Province Archive, please email the Archivist.

Collections Information
The Province Archive contains the archival holdings 
of  each community in Ireland and the archival 
records of  the province. This includes papers 
relating to Province administration, Province 
communities, missions and retreats, and records 
of  the Vice-Provinces. The records in the Province 
Archive reflect the development and activities of  
the Congregation, and of  the confreres, and may 
be historical, personal, or spiritual in content. 
These records preserve the collective memory 
of  the Redemptorists in Ireland. The Province 
Archive contains the personal papers of  individual 
Redemptorists which includes the papers of  Fr 
Alexander (Alec) Reid CSsR and Fr Gerry Reynolds 
CSsR. Both Fr Reid and Fr Reynolds are recognised 
for their contribution to the peace process in 
Northern Ireland.

Exhibit
This document is considered to be the first draft of  
the Joint Declaration made by Albert Reynolds and 
John Major at Downing Street in December 1993. By 
reconciling the two principles at the heart of  the conflict, 
self-determination and consent, the Declaration marked 
a turning point in the peace process and paved the way 
for more detailed negotiations. The idea of  a joint 
declaration first emerged in Fr Alec Reid’s writings in 
the 1980s and his archive contains a number of  papers 
relating to the drafting process. This paper was produced 
as the first attempts were made to engage the British 
government in the process. John Hume borrowed the 
title of  one of  Reid’s earlier papers, but also made the 
document his own, as is seen here in his espousal of  
the European Union as a core building block for a 
peaceful future and transformed relationship between 
Britain and Ireland. Although the European element 
would be diluted in future drafts out of  concern for 
Euroscepticism within the Conservative Party, the 
framing of  the document and key phrases survived two 
years of  negotiation between the governments, and are 
clearly recognisable in the final version. 

Opposite: AR/2/3/471 Papers of  Fr Alexander (Alec) Reid CSsR (Redemptorist Dublin Province Archive)
Opposite: © Redemptorist Dublin Province Archive. Used with permission.



| 27   



28 |        

The National Archives

Surrey - www.nationalarchives.gov.uk

Opposite: TNA Catalogue ref: PREM 49/412

Archive Information
We are a non-ministerial department, and the official 
archive and publisher for the UK Government, and 
for England and Wales. We are the guardians of  over 
1000 years of  iconic national documents.  We are expert 
advisers in information and records management and 
are a cultural, academic and heritage institution. We 
fulfil a leadership role for the archive sector and work to 
secure the future of  physical and digital records.

Collections Information
We hold records from UK Government departments 
relating to the creation and governance of  Northern 
Ireland as well as military records relating to the 
period of  The Troubles and the peace process. 
Records series include those of  the Northern Ireland 
Office, the Prime Minister’s office, the Cabinet 
Office, as well as Ministry of  Defence records. 

Exhibit
A list of  head of  state and other politicians who sent 
letters of  congratulations to Tony Blair, UK Prime 
Minister, on the signing of  the Agreement, April 1998, 
Catalogue ref: PREM 49/412 I chose this document 
because at first sight it seems like just a list of  names 
but on closer inspection it shows how the international 
community recognised the significance of  what was 
achieved by the Peace Process. While it gives no details 
of  what is included in the messages, the widespread 
group of  countries, international organisations and 
individuals that are represented allows us to infer that 
the conflict in Northern Ireland had been a matter of  
global concern and that the Peace Process is recognised 
as a huge achievement. It is a perfect example of  a 
document that tells us so much more than just the mere 
text on the page says. https://www.nationalarchives.
gov.uk/education/resources/the-belfast-good-friday-
agreement-1998/33-letters-of-congratulation-received-
for-the-agreement-1998/.

Opposite: © This document is provided under the Open Government Licence  
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
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UCD Archives
Belfield - www.ucd.ie/archives/

Archive Information
UCD Archives specialises in the acquisition 
of  private paper collections associated with 
the history and development of  the modern 
Irish state. It now preserves the papers of  
a great many Irish public figures including 
diplomats, senior civil servants, members of  
government and the judiciary, presidents and 
EU commissioners. It also acquires the records 
of  significant organisations such as political 
parties, trades unions, professional and cultural 
associations and sporting bodies. These 
collections constitute an essential resource 
for research into Irish history, politics and 
culture from the twentieth century onwards. 
UCD Archives pursues an active acquisitions 
policy in seeking to preserve the papers and 
archives of  contemporary public figures and 
bodies. Please contact archives@ucd.ie for 
further information. Our collections are open 
to all users. Please contact archives@ucd.ie to 
arrange an appointment.

Collections Information
Collections held in UCD Archives concerning 
the Northern Ireland peace process 
include papers from politicians, activist and 
campaigning organisations, diplomats and 
senior civil servants. Access to catalogued 
collections is available by appointment in our 
reading room and online via the Writing Peace 
Strand of  the Quill Project.

Exhibit
Joint Declaration, early draft, 29 March 
1993, 4pp. Photocopied early draft of  the 
Downing Street Declaration with handwritten 
annotations by Dermot Nally (1927–2009). 
Following his retirement, Nally was retained 
on a consultancy basis by Taoiseach, Albert 
Reynolds (1932–2014) to advise on the 
negotiations leading to the Downing Street 
Declaration (December 1993). Nally was one 
of  four principal drafters of  the document. As 
well as notes in the margins, Nally underlines 
and uses exclamation marks to highlight 
certain words or phrases he considers to be 
of  particular importance. He places particular 
emphasis on paragraph 4 which begins “The 
Prime Minister reiterates, on behalf  of  the 
British Government, that they have no selfish, 
strategic, political or economic interest in 
Northern Ireland, and that their sole interest 
is to see peace, stability and reconciliation 
established by agreement among the people 
who inhabit the island”.

Opposite: UCDA P254/4 Papers of  Dermot Nally.
Opposite: © Reproduced by kind permission of  UCD Archives
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Writing Peace
Oxford - www.quillproject.net 

Archive Information
Writing Peace is an initiative led by the Quill 
Project in Pembroke College, University of  
Oxford to bring together private archives, official 
papers, and oral histories of  those involved in the 
peace process. These resources are integrated in 
an innovative, interactive, open-access digital 
platform that provides unprecedented insight 
into the complexity and detail of  the decade-long 
talks that led to the Good Friday Agreement. 
Our unique visualisation of  the primary sources 
allows users to better understand the context 
within which key decisions and compromises 
were made, the origins of  particular phrases, 
and the developing roles of  individuals and 
political parties, celebrating the full constellation 
of  peace makers involved.

Collections Information
Quill’s detail-oriented approach exposes the 
complexity of  relationships and compromises 
at the heart of  a negotiation by honing into 
meeting-by-meeting, day-by-day decisions and 
amendments to documents, but also allowing 
the user to ‘zoom out’ and visualize the whole 
process, highlighting the fact that progress can 
be far from linear. By modelling not just the 
successful outcome in 1998, but a decade of  
Talks, we want to help users explore points of  
difficulty and intransigence and better appreciate 
how trust was built and movement achieved. As 
the model develops, we hope this approach will 
also facilitate comparative work on different 
phases of  the Talks—allowing users to explore, 
for example, the role of  different chairs or the 
inclusion of  a wider range of  parties. We hope 
our model will effectively test John Alderdice’s 
assertion that resolution was achieved through 

‘building a process rather than conjuring up a 
solution’, meaning that process itself, including 
wrangling over who should meet who, when, 
and where, was part of  the means of  building 
trust and enabling people to work together. 
A better understanding of  this aspect of  the 
Northern Ireland Peace Process could also have 
useful application to other efforts at conflict 
resolution.

Exhibit
Writing Peace’s resource collections and model 
of  the negotiation of  the Downing Street 
Declaration of  1993 illustrate the potential of  
the platform. The project team has worked 
through and digitised thousands of  documents 
relating to the drafting of  the Declaration 
in order to create a detailed timeline of  the 
evolution of  the text. Many of  the documents 
consulted are now freely available to other 
users in digital resource collections, including 
extensive bodies of  material from both state 
archives, as well documents from the Linen Hall 
Library, Dermot Nally’s papers in University 
College Dublin, and two church archives. As well 
as being able to search these digital collections, 
users can click on any phrase in the final text of  
the Declaration and explore every moment that 
wording was discussed. In some cases they will 
also be able to see if  it featured in earlier treaties 
or position papers. 

The team hopes to also be able to complete 
this process for the Good Friday Agreement 
and has already made available extracts from 
David Trimble and Senator Mitchell’s papers 
in partnership with Queen’s University, Belfast 
and Bowdoin College.
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Ian McBride, Ruth Murray, Annabel Harris, and Nicholas P. S. Cole, Northern Ireland Downing Street 
Joint Declaration (1993), Quill Project at Pembroke College (Oxford, 2025) 
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