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COMMUNITY RELATION S

Communal divisions have persxsted in Northern Irc]andfor ccntuncs 'lhctradmonal

religious cleavage between Protestants, . and Cathohcs la;gely comcldes Mth pohtlcal

differences. Almost all Protestants would regard themseIVesas Umomst and Bntxsh, whereas

most Catholics, (42% of population) are Nationalist and 1denufy cultural]y w:th thetradmons |

of the rest of the island. Thereis also a socio-economic dimcnslon to lhese dlfl'crenccs as

Catholics, on the whole, fare worse than Protestants m terms of major mdxcators, eg

unemployment, education performance, poverty. R ETIT i

The Government's policyis to mcrcase contact between thc two commumtles to encourage ‘

greater mutual undcrstandmg, and to widen appreclatnon of cultural dwcrsfly It facnhtated

the establishmentin 1990 of a Commumty Rclalmns Councd mdcpendcnt of Govemment,

which cun-cntly receives over £2min grants, much of whlchis dxsm'butcd onwardsto local

projects. The Government also prowdcs grants to Dlstnct Councils for theu' own local

programmes. Most District Councfls empioy Commumty Relanons Ofi'rcers to manage thesc

programmes. In all, Government prowdw over £9m per annum forcommumty relatlons

initiatives, including work in schools and rescarch. In thc reccnl publlc cxpendlture

announcement, this cxpendmxrc was largely protectcd The European Umon and the

International Fund for Ireland also prowdc funds for communny relaflons projccts

Regular surveys over a penod of years md:cated lhat the populanon at large bcheved-

community relations to be i1mprovmg There was, however, a major setback t}ns summcr

with confrontations over marches Ieadmg to outbursts of sectananlll-fcelmg Thts has been

manifested in localised boycotts of Unionist traders by Nauonahsfs in rural areas; in

demonstrations by Protestants outsxde Cathohc churches m thc Ba)lymena area; by

intimidation of residents in some areas whem they form. a mmonty, by arson attacks on

schools, halls and churches assoclatcd wnh 2 partmular commtmxty, and by contmumg

tension over marches. The latest survcy e\ndcnce mdlcates thatpeople are more pessrmxsnc

about community relations, though there are a]so strong mdlcauons nf a contmued desxn: for

an improvement. Those who have workcd in thxs ficld for many years, though mmally
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disheartened by the events of the summer, are firmly resolvedto continue their efforts onthe. = -

ground.
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