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COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Communal divisions have persxsted in Northern Ireland for centunes Thc tradmonal
religious cleavage between Protestants, and Calhohcs largely comc1des W'lﬂ'l polmcal
differences. Almost all Protestants would regard lhemselVes as Umomst and Brmsh, whereas

most Catholics, (42% of population) are Nationalist and xdenufy culturaﬂy wﬂh the tradmons e

of the rest of the island. There is also a socxc-ecnnomxc dimensmn to these d]ﬂ'erences as
Catholics, on the whole, fare worse than Protestants in terms 0f major mdxcators, eg

unemployment, education performance, poverty. iy e _' e

The Government's policy is to incrcase contact between the twn commumtles to encourage :
greater mutual understandmg, and to widen appremat:on of cultural dwersﬂy It facxl:tated
the estahhshment in 1990 of a Commumty Rclatmns Cotmcll mdcpendent of Govemment,
which currently receives over £2m in grants, much of whlch is dtstributed onwards to local
projects. The Government also pro\ndcs grants to D:stnct Councﬂs for theu' own local
programmes. Most District Councﬂs empioy Commumty Relatlons Oi’ﬁcers to manage these i
programmes. In all, Government prowdec over £9m per annum for commumty relahons
initiatives, including work in schools and rescarch. In the recent pubhc expendltme
announcement, this expenditure was Jargely protected The Eumpean Umon and the
International Fund for Ireland also pro\nde funds for eommtmny relaﬁons projccts

Regular surveys over a penod of years mdxcated that the populanon at large beheved
community relations to be i 1mprovmg There was, however, a ma;or setback th:s summer
with confrontations over marcbes leadmg to outbursts of sectanan lll-feelmg Tl'ns has been
manifested in localised boycotts of Unionist traders by Nauonahsfs in rural areas; in
demonstrations by Protestants out51de Calhollc churches m the Ba]lymena area; by
intimidation of residents in some areas where they form. a mmonty by arson auacks on
schools, halls and churches assoclated wnh a part:cular commumty, and by contmumg
tension over marches. The latest survey ev:dence mdlcates thai people are more pess:mlsuc |
about community relations, though there are a]so strong mdacauons nf a contmued desxre for
an improvement. Those who have workcd in thts F cld for many years though mmally
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disheartened by the events of the summer, are firmly rcsolvedtoconﬁmiethclr eﬁforts

-

ground.




